
Why I Am a Libertarian

In the Fall of 1992, I paid 
attention to politics. I didn’t pay 
much attention usually, but once
every four years I did. Neither 
candidate for President of the 
United States, Republican 
incumbent George Bush or 
Democrat challenger Bill 
Clinton, did anything for me. 
Their respective parties didn’t 
either, and hadn’t for some time.
At the time, I thought they were 
the only two candidates running.

I came home one day and there was paper stuffed around the 
doorknob. For a reason I don’t know, I opened it instead of 
trashing it, and I always trashed stuff like that. It was a flyer 
put there by someone from the Libertarian Party of Tarrant 
County, where I lived at the time. Later, I read it. As I read it, a
standard-sized doorknob flyer, one page front and back, I 
thought it was brilliant. These people who call themselves the 
Libertarian Party of Tarrant County seem to have it together. 
Why had I not heard of them before?

I was impressed enough
that I went to one of
their monthly meetings
and joined the
Libertarian Party of
Tarrant County formally.
I gave them the
minimum amount of
money required to
become a member. I
don’t recall how much,
but it wasn’t much. For
that, I also got
membership to the
national party, which got me a subscription to LP News.

I started reading the LP News and other Libertarian books and 
literature which I won’t bother to mention here. Chances are, 
you’ve read them. They made sense to me. I went to monthly 
meetings of the LP of Tarrant County and liked them. 
November 1992, I voted for Andre Marrou, LP candidate for 

The Dallas LP: Going Where Ds and Rs Fear to Tread

In March 2016, political parties elected their new precinct 
chairs. In Dallas County, the Republican Party now has 
182 precinct chairs out of 797 precincts (23%). The 
Democrats have 306 (40%). The Libertarians have 21 
(2.6%). While the Libertarian Party has far fewer chairs 
than the Ds or Rs, our chairs go where Ds and Rs 
apparently do not. Of 21 precincts where there is a 
Libertarian chair, 8 have no D, 8 have no R, and 5 of those
have neither a D nor an R! Hence, in nearly 1/4 of the 
precincts with Libertarian chairs, the LP chairs are the 
only game in town.

Can you help us become the number two party in Dallas 
County? 162 new precinct chairs would allow us to pass 
the Republican Party. Apply here.

U. S. President. Not many people nationwide did. I don’t 
remember if I voted for other Libertarian candidates on that 
ballot, but by the next election in which I voted, whatever it 
was, I voted Libertarian. Since then, I have never voted for 
anyone other than a Libertarian. If there is no LP candidate, I 
leave it blank. I ain’t wasting my vote.

And in the ensuing years from 1992 until now, I don’t 
understand why others wasted theirs. For all the elections in 
which I’ve voted since then (city, county, state, national - I 
vote in most of them), a Libertarian candidate has never won 
the race. In fact, not one has ever come very close. But I have 
never felt like my vote was wasted, for a couple of reasons. 
The first is that my vote always went to the candidate who I 
felt would do the best job. I like to vote for the one who will 
do a good job for citizens, not the one that won’t hurt us as 
badly as the other. The second is that I know we are right. 
Others can laugh at our 2% vote totals all they want, but the 
fact of the matter is that we are the only chance this country 
has to return to some form of a lawful government. I don’t 
think we are right 100% of the time, and even I take issue with
some of our positions. I don’t agree with every position taken 
by every Libertarian candidate for office, but usually there is 
no question who’s right and who’s not in the race.

Libertarians have been trying to wake Americans up for a long
time now, with more failure than success. I have talked to 
many over the years, and I can’t understand why others can’t 
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understand things which to me seem so clear once they are 
examined. (You don’t have to look very deeply, either.) 
Minimum wage, the right to defend oneself, the drug war, 
health care, NSA abuses, IRS abuses, endless wars, drones, 
and many other items I could mention. Smart people I'm 
talking about - educated, employed, and paying high taxes for 
a long time - why do I get it and they don’t? Even when I spell
it out? I don’t get that.

But I soldier on. Why? The U. S. is still one of the best places 
on Earth to live. We have one of the highest standards of 
living. Our economic system is freer than most. Taxes are too 
high, but still lower than in other developed nations. I consider
myself to be free. There is nothing I want to do that I don’t do.
Granted, I have simple tastes, but that is another story. Then 
why? Because we are going in the wrong direction, and have 
been for a long time. And both old parties, bless their little 
pointy heads, need to be taken out and shot at first light. (I am 
against capital punishment, of course.) The last four “prezzes” 
have bombed Iraq, a nation who is and was zero threat to us. 
We have destroyed the Middle East and blamed the victims. 
We have a drug war that has been going on for four decades 
which has only made things worse. The IRS code is 
incomprehensible and has been for 30 years at least. On and 
on and on. The best reason I soldier on is because it makes me 
feel freer to do so. To contribute to positive change. To support
honesty and accountability in government instead of 
corruption and cronyism. To know that my little contribution 
to the cause of human freedom and dignity may help make 
America, and the world, a better place for all. 

Almost   2 million   Americans watched the second CNN 
Town Hall with Presidential and Vice-Presidential 
candidates Gary Johnson and Bill Weld. The program was
the most-watched news show of any airing on cable 
television during the same time slot.

These are very exciting times for us!

Changing the Narrative on Black Lives 
Matter

A disappointing thing happened
when Dallas cops were
massacred during a Black Lives
Matter protest earlier this month
in the West End of downtown
Dallas. As always happens,
people immediately jumped on
the event and twisted it to fit into
their political narrative. “Black
Lives Matter” became a symbol
for everyone who was sick and
tired of the police state, and
“Blue Lives Matter” became a symbol for everyone who 
supports cops. Then there was the “All Lives Matter” 
movement, which basically tried to stop some of the 
divisiveness that was being created by these two groups. 
Everywhere you turned there was some media source talking 
about these movements and what they were demanding.

When these types of events happen, the media has a sick 
propensity for twisting everything into an issue that needs to 
be resolved by taking away our rights as citizens. There were 
calls for open carry to end because of the man who was 
originally seen as a suspect because he was open carrying his 
rifle at the rally. There was also legislation written that would 
make it a more serious crime to assault a cop than it would be 
if you assaulted a normal person. This legislation was passed 
in Louisiana and our Governor here in Texas, Greg Abbott, has
said that he will be introducing this legislation during next 
year’s legislative sessions. As Libertarians, all of these things 
are very troubling. Once again, we have an event that could 
result in people being less free because of people making 
irrational decisions in the face of a tragedy. We need to make 
sure that we remain vigilant and committed to promoting 
liberty during these times.

We need to do a better job at changing the narrative and 
making sure that we are not getting sucked into the same way 
of thinking as the general population. We offer a unique 
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perspective on the way that our government works and even 
on events that happen throughout society. We need to stop 
landing on one side of the issue as many Libertarians have 
done with this event when they want to point out that we have 
tyrannical police. We should be the party coming up with solid
solutions to racial injustices in our society. We can do this 

without engaging in 
emotional arguments that 
hinge on the value of life. 
We can do this by 
promoting conversations 
about the core issue, which 
is racism and how we can 
stop dividing people by the 
color of their skin.

As we do these things, this 
will allow us to point out 
that there is a better way to 
talk about these issues. It 
will allow us to have 
messaging that is very 

different from the rest of society and it will allow us to be the 
rational adults in the room who are seeking to fix issues and 
not constantly exacerbate them without providing solutions.

As Libertarians we constantly believe that we can do things 
better than the government and better than most people who 
have tried to fix issues in the past. Let’s go out there and prove
to society that we can, and then we will fix problems in a 
responsible and effective way.

LPDC Membership Program!

Want to help out the LPDC and at the same time get some
cool libertarian swag? Check out our contributor 
membership program!

Reason is the Enemy of the Left, Friend 
of the Libertarian

Old saying: "Know your 
enemy." The anti-freedom, 
anti-individualist, anti-
voluntaryist crowd sees 
libertarians as their enemy 
yet knows absolutely nothing
about libertarianism. This 
becomes obvious when a 
non-libertarian tries to tell a 
libertarian what 
libertarianism is.

A meme providing evidence 
of this has been around for a while, purported to be the brain 
burp of the progressive Common Culture, lists nine reasons to 
call libertarians "regressives." Yet every single attack is a 
disingenuously crafted strawman designed to fool the unwary 
about libertarianism.

In a true libertarian society all property would be privately 
owned, either individually or collectively through mutually 
agreeable means, which would eliminate "the tragedy of the 
commons," and the economic system would be a laissez-faire 
free market in goods, services and ideas, not crony capitalism 
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or "corporatism" so beloved by both the left and right alike. 
(That's right, Democrats obsessively rage against the 
multimillionaire Koch Brothers for donating to politically 
conservative causes while casually pretending that the bulk of 
their own political donations don't come from liberal multi-
millionaires.)

A libertarian society would have a voluntarily funded and 
operated "government" or a post-statist form of "governance." 
That's because of the fundamental definition of libertarianism 
that non-libertarians always want to ignore, overlook, sidestep 
or pretend doesn't exist so they can rant, rave, rage, and rail 
away at what they think is libertarianism: The non-aggression 
principle against coercion, intimidation and fraud.

The dishonest anti-libertarian points from the Common 
Culture poster are listed below. In depth details can't possibly 
be fully expounded upon in one short article like this, or even 
be adequately refuted, but based on the anti-coercion and pro-
voluntary principles of libertarianism each "regressive" smear 
can at least be answered one at a time. This won't be enough to
change the made-up minds of freedom hating anti-libertarians,
but maybe it will be enough to help some open-minded non-
libertarians rethink their embrace of the world's coercive 
societies.

Let corporations pollute as they wish.

A business concern becomes a corporation only when it files 
incorporation papers with a government, giving it special 
privileges, protections, subsidies and advantages unavailable 
to honest enterprises. A laissez-faire free market economy 
would put an end to corporatism. All unwanted pollution from 
some property owners imposed on other people's property 
would be treated as a violation of the non-aggression 
principle, triggering the right of self defense against the 
polluter.

Eliminate all spending on public infrastructure.

All infrastructures will be private and funding will be 
accomplished by the entities that most benefit from it. For 
example, the road building industry will build the roads 
because the automotive, truck freighting, bus, tourist, taxi, 
insurance industries and every other single producer of 
consumer goods and services who need to reach customers 
will fund the roads in any number of innovative and voluntary 
ways that likely haven't even been thought of yet.

Stop investing in educating America's youth

There's no such thing as "America's youth," there are only 
"parent's youth" and once the massive government non-
educating propaganda warehousing institutions are abolished a
free society will see a flourishing of educational possibilities 

never dreamed of before because parents care about their 
children's real education while bureaucrats and teachers union 
bosses primarily care about their own power, incomes and 
career positions.

Let employers pay below-poverty wages

In the incredibly competitive economy of a marketplace free 
from corporatist-government protectionism employers will be 
fighting to win and keep the employees they hired and trained 
and the best way of doing that is to pay them more than their 
competitors.

End social security and let the elderly fend for themselves

End the taxpayer-funded government-manipulated social 
security Ponzi scams and return social programs to civil 
society where they thrived before special interests shut them 
down, thereby allowing free people to produce a wide range of
social programs that actually work.

Let the sick fend for themselves

Same as the previous myth. Stop the corrupt, bloated, 
inefficient, crony-operated social programs and the 
marketplace of free ideas will develop multiple kinds of 
systems that actually work.

Let Wall Street police itself

In a free market every single participant polices every market 
entity through a wide array of methods like voting with their 
feet, with their dollars, with their voices, opinions, loyalty, and
word of mouth. How could that be any worse than crony-
government's failure to police Wall Street?

Eliminate worker safety laws
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Same as employers paying below-poverty wages. In a highly 
competitive marketplace workers will flee unsafe businesses 
and go to safe businesses. It's competition, not unions or 
government, that serves all workers the best.

Eliminate the Voting Rights Act

In a post-statist society free people won't be voting for corrupt 
ruling class politicians who manipulate the outcomes behind 
the scenes anyway so what good is a government-contrived 
"Voting Rights Act?"

Note 1

Right now government doesn't prevent any problem that statist
scaremongers imagine will happen in a free society. Under 
government, pollution happens, infrastructures collapse, 
education fails, employers pay low wages and violate safety 
laws, the elderly and sick fall through the cracks, and Wall 
Streets, public voting institutions, and other institutions 
become corrupt. Yet, everyone is supposed to ignore these 
government failings and give up their freedoms because 
statists say so.

Note 2

Notice how many times the word "let" shows up in this list. 
It's an unconscious confession that progressives are arrogant 
elitist narcissistic psychopathic snobs convinced of their own 
superiority. They, like so many of their right-wing mirror 
images, think they have some magic "right" to "let" or "not 
let" everyone else peacefully live their lives.

Editor's note: Re-published from the Hubpages Libertarian 
Opinionizer with permission from the author. Editor's 
comment: This article was among the half-dozen very good 
choices from Garry's regular assortment of blog submissions. 
Check out his blog; you'll become a fan!

Want to write about libertarianism, but aren't ready for 
major publications? Want to test your articles first among
friends? Submit your articles bimonthly to the LPDC 
newsletter! It's painless, I promise!

Upcoming Meetings

• Trivia night at Trinity Hall 
◦ Every Sunday Night, 7:30 PM
◦ Trinity Hall Irish Pub & Restaurant 

5321 E Mockingbird Ln, Dallas, TX

• General Meeting
◦ August 9th, 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM

2nd Tuesday of Every Month
◦ Sambuca - Uptown

2120 McKinney Ave., Dallas, TX

• Freedom Pride Festival – Libertarian Booth
◦ September 18th, 12:00 PM – 7:00 PM
◦ Reverchon Park

Maple Ave. at Turtle Creek Blvd.

Up-to-date meeting announcements and details can always be 
found on meetup.com. (www.meetup.com/Dallas-
Libertarians/)

Libertarian References

• Books
◦ Good to be King, Michael Badnarik
◦ Why Government Doesn't Work, Harry Browne
◦ Atlas Shrugged, Ayn Rand
◦ The Libertarian Mind, David Boaz
◦ Economics in One Lesson, Henry Hazlitt
◦ Healing Our World, Dr. Mary Ruwart

• Videos
◦ Neitzsche and the Nazis, Stephen Hicks
◦ Bullsh*t!, Penn & Teller
◦ Free to Choose, Milton Friedman
◦ America: Freedom to Fascism, Aaron Russo

• Websites
◦ The Libertarian Party of Dallas County

lpdallas.org
◦ The Libertarian Party of Texas

lptexas.org
◦ The National Libertarian Party

www.lp.org
◦ Students for Liberty

studentsforliberty.org
◦ Free Talk Live

www.freetalklive.com
◦ The Cato Institute

www.cato.org
◦ Molinari Institute

praxeology.net/molinari.htm
◦ Objectivism In-Brief

mol.redbarn.org/objectivism/writing/InBrief
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David Morris for Dallas Sheriff
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LPDC Officer List
Chair – Paul Petersen (chair@lpdallas.org)
Vice-Chair – Curry B. Taylor (vicechair@lpdallas.org)
Secretary – Jim Birchfield (secretary@lpdallas.org)
Treasurer – Curry B. Taylor (treasurer@lpdallas.org)

LPDC At-Large Directors
Marshall Beerwinkle (m_beerwinkle@yahoo.com)
Aubrey Eyrolles (aubreyleigh50@gmail.com )
Eugene J. Flynn (eugene@lpdallas.org)
Kevin Frederickson (dallaslibertarian@gmail.com)
Joseph Kimrey (joseph@lpdallas.org)
Justin Long (justin@lpdallas.org)
Dianne Mueller (dianne@lpdallas.org)
Barry Smith (b  ar  ry@lpdallas.org)

Working Committee Leaders
Marketing – <currently vacant>
Outreach – <currently vacant>
Fundraising – <currently vacant>
Candidate Recruitment – Barry Smith (barry@lpdallas.org)
Webmaster – Jordan Wagnon (wagnon.jordan@gmail.com)

The LPDC is a local branch of the Libertarian Party based in Dallas 
County, Texas. Find out more about the LPDC at http://lpdallas.org. 
The Libertarian Party is the third largest political party in the United
States, and was established in 1971 to promote more freedom and 
less intrusive government in all aspects of life. Find out more about 
the LP at http://www.lp.org.

Hey you!

Are you done reading this newsletter? Get one of your friends or
family members to read it!
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