
What is Law? Is the ACA Law?

Obviously, this term would take a
full lifetime of study to define. 
But, in the light of Halbig v 
Burwell, We The People need to 
carefully consider - What is the 
Law?

Our court system (the guardian 
of the law) is established to rule 
based on justice, to settle 
disputes about conflicts of 
individual freedoms. I've adopted
the phase Restoring Personal 
Sovereignty to emphasize this 

essential aspect of both US Law and Freedom.

The "Affordable" Care Act (ACA), as passed legislation, is 
afforded the legitimacy of law. I contend that it is ill-conceived
legislation (a.k.a. Legal Plunder) and in violation of The 
Constitution of The United States. It is not specified or alluded
to in Article I Section 8.

The curious thing is that a second US Circuit Court ruled 
exactly opposite to Halbig. The court's opinion stated that the 
obvious intent of the ACA was to make subsidies available to 
all. This is despite specific verbiage that only state-established 
exchanges can provide subsidies. Does intent trump specific 
provisions? It seems that the Supreme Court will weigh in 
sometime in the future, if they opt to take the case.
 

The Dallas LP – Going Where “D”s and “R”s Fear to 
Tread

In March 2014, political parties elected their new precinct 
chairs. In Dallas County, the Republican Party now has 
287 precinct chairs out of 766 precincts with voters 
(37%). The Democrats have 306 (40%). The Libertarians 
have 22 (2.9%).

While the Libertarian Party has far fewer chairs than the 
“D”s or “R”s, our chairs go where “D”s and “R”s 
apparently do not. Of 22 precincts where there is a 
Libertarian chair, only 4 have both a “D” chair and an “R”
chair. 10 have no “D”, 15 have no “R”, and 7 of them 
have neither a “D” nor an “R”! Hence, in nearly 1/3 of the
precincts with Libertarian chairs, the LP chairs are the 
only game in town.

Guess it takes at least three parties to have a two party 
system...

So, is Law the consensus of nine judges who may or may not 
be ideologically tainted? If so, it is a sad reality. If so, the Law 
is whatever those in power want it to be. The Law can be 
ignored when convenient, and it can be interpreted when 
desired. The ACA (the entire, excessive volume) can be 
challenged... just because?

So, what about Halbig? The ACA was passed, it is 
unfortunately law. Prohibition, as constitutional Amendment 
XVIII, was passed, but it was subsequently repealed by 
Amendment XXI (within a 15-year window!). Since the ACA 
was passed via 50% plus one, or "mob rule", it is not the true 
voice of US citizens. It seems that the constitutionality of the 
ACA can, and should be, challenged. Halbig shows us that the 
words of the legislation are perhaps inconsistent with the 
original bill's intent. While it is impossible to accurately 
establish intent, the words of the legislation are clear and 
reviewable. The law was ill-conceived and hastily passed. In 
light of these unworkable inconsistencies and unintended 
effects, it is time to seriously consider repeal. Immediately.
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Texans' Property Tax Burden Wildly 
Unjust

The property tax system of the
State of Texas is a shining example
of why so many Texans believe
that taxation is excessive and
illegitimate.

Many Texas seniors face actual
loss of property (their land and/or
homes) because they are unable to
pay property taxes, and many
taxpayers in the state have lost
faith in the appraisal process.

Seniors should be exempt from property taxes after they reach 
the age of 65. It is well documented that seniors suffer a 
dramatic reduction in income after they retire. Many of them 
hope to pass down a cherished asset which they have worked 
their entire life to preserve and improve. They should be able 
to keep, and benefit from, this asset, or provide it to their 
children and grandchildren, at their sole discretion; and they 
should be able to do this without any penalties.

My parents bought their first home — the place where I grew 
up — in 1977 for less than $27,000. Yet in the end, after a 
lifetime of property taxes, the sum of all property tax 
payments was larger than what the sum of all the annual 
mortgage payments had been. This is unfair and unjust. 
Reforming how property taxes are levied will go a long way 
toward alleviating the burden imposed on Texans by an 
archaic system.

As state comptroller, I will provide the leadership Texas needs 
to fix these problems. One of my first priorities will be to 
advocate for a homestead exemption increase to $150,000 for 
seniors 65 and over. This will enable seniors who have resided
in their homes for many years to remain in them for as long as 
they live.

Many Texans complain that the appraisal system is shrouded 
in mystery and that its fundamental goal is to raise more 
money for the government rather than assess property value 
fairly and equitably. Current tax deferral schemes have the 
same flaw: they look towards the interest of government rather
than that of the citizen taxpayer. This often results in property 
being awarded to the state rather than to heirs when an owner 
passes.

There are some realities we must face as Texans and as 
Americans. First, most sober and objective observers know the
economy is unwinding the massive debt with which it has 
been saddled due to profligate spending. The U.S. had a 
negative gross domestic product in the first quarter of this 
year. A massive unwinding of money inflation will result in 
increased personal debt and loss in dollar purchasing power.

Second, it is imperative that we tighten the definition of 
“comparable property” when appraising the value of a home. 
Because of the lax definition of “comparable,” property 
owners cannot be certain that appraisal assumptions are 
accurate or trustworthy. Any system of taxation that operates 
with ambiguity is to be feared.

Third, we should mandate price disclosure on commercial 
property to enable “apples to apples” evaluation. This will 
allow citizens to see how much taxes corporations are paying, 
providing a much-needed check and balance on the property 
tax system.

Reforming property tax regulations is not just about treating 
Texas citizens with honesty and openness. It also forces 
government to begin the hard work of eliminating 
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inefficiencies as well as unnecessary expenditures so that, like 
the rest of us, it can live within its means.

Despite the economic growth we Texans have enjoyed, we all 
already know we must do our best to live within our means. 
That’s an individual charter that accords with our desire to 
provide for our families and take care of our loved ones.

Government efficiency and accountability to citizens also 
makes our state attractive to external businesses and 
individuals. By relocating here, those entities help fuel our 
prosperity. More than that, though, a burdensome system that 
benefits the state and not its citizens is not just inefficient — it
is offensive to the liberty-loving people who were born here 
and who have chosen to make Texas their home.

As a Libertarian, I have always advocated for leaner and more 
efficient government because I believe citizens do better when
government does only what it absolutely must do — and 
nothing more. If I’m elected comptroller, I’ll work for tax 
relief for the elderly and equitable appraisal policies for all 
Texans.

Ben Sanders is the Libertarian nominee for state comptroller. 
He has worked for NASA and the U.S. Army Contracting 
Command, and he has a doctorate in business administration.

Break Chains, Not Eggs

The following speech was
made by Kevin L Frederickson
at 'Give Me Liberty!', a forum
for libertarians who want to
practice public speaking.

Today, July 22, is the birthday
of Anthony Ashley Cooper,
First Earl of Shaftesbury. He
was the patron of John Locke, whose ideas influenced the 
American Revolution. He was also one of the founders of the 
Whig party, which was formed in opposition to the Tories 
during the reign of King Charles II. Charles had no children, 
so his brother James stood to inherit the throne. The Whigs 
opposed making James king because he was Catholic. And 
everyone knows Catholics are the Devil.

The conflicts between Whigs and Tories, and Catholics and 
Protestants, are satirized by Jonathan Swift in his book 
Gulliver's Travels. If you're not familiar, it's about Lemuel 
Gulliver, a man who visits various lands in remote parts of the 
world. One of the places he visits is Lilliput, an island whose 

inhabitants are only 1/12 the height of a normal human. He 
meets the emperor of the island and learns about their politics 
and history.

In Lilliputian society there is one 
question that overshadows all 
others in importance - the 
Lilliputians are so obsessed with it 
they have fought several wars over 
it. That question of course is: 
Which end should eggs be broken 
on? The Lilliputians are divided 
into two camps: Big-endians, who 
say eggs must always be broken on
the big end, and Little-endians, 
who say eggs must always be 
broken on the little end. The two 
groups represent Catholics and 
Protestants. In this story, the author
is pointing out the triviality and 

meaninglessness of the political disputes of his time.

I like to refer to this as the "should-we-all-break-eggs-on-the-
big-end-or-the-little-end" debate, or if you like acronyms, the 
"swabeotbeotle" (rhymes with chipotle) debate. Everybody 
say it with me: "swabeotbeotle". (Okay, I'm still working on 
it.) Anyway, this story is useful for understanding not only 
politics in England in the 1700s, but also politics in America 
today. Now instead of Whigs and Tories or Catholics and 
Protestants, we have the Democrat and Republican parties. 
And yet today, virtually every political discussion amounts to 
a debate about which end we should break eggs on. The two 
parties may appear to be in opposition, but their differences 
are every bit as trivial and meaningless as those between the 
Big-endians and Little-endians.

Henry David Thoreau once
wrote that "For every thousand
hacking at the branches of evil,
there is one who is striking at the
root." The state - coercive
government - is the root of all
political evils. The fundamental
political question, and ultimately
the only one that matters, is this:
Is our society to be founded on
the principle of liberty - or
statism? On this question the
Republican and Democrat
parties are in complete
agreement. Both parties adhere firmly to the ideology of 
statism; both parties seek to use the coercive power of the state
to force their views on us.

It has been observed that the more trivial the issue, the more 
intense the debate. This is known as Sayre's law, and it 
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explains perfectly, among other things, the excitement over the
Hobby Lobby debate. In that Supreme Court case (I believe 
it's technically referred to as Who Knows v Who Cares), it was 
ruled that under Obamacare, if you are an employer, and if you
happen to be religious, and if it happens to be against your 
religion, the government cannot force you to pay directly for 
certain types of contraception for your employees. Of course 
Republican politicians hailed this ruling as a great victory for 
liberty, when in reality it is a defeat.

When we focus on petty issues such as the Hobby Lobby case,
it empowers the state and undermines our freedom through 
distraction, division, and delusion. It distracts us from the 
fundamental conflict between liberty and statism, and our time
and energy are wasted fighting battles which are ultimately 
irrelevant. Even worse, they divide us against each other. And 
as long as we're fighting each other we cannot unite against 
our enemy, the State. We're also deluded into believing that the
two parties are different and in opposition. As a result we 
falsely perceive the need for Republicans to protect us from 
Democrats, and vice versa.

Lilliputian minds
focus on Lilliputian
matters. But as long
as we keep on
hacking at branches,
the root will keep on
growing. When
people are
determined to be
free, nothing can
stand in their way.
But if we want
freedom, we can no
longer allow
ourselves to be distracted, divided, and deluded by Lilliputian 
matters. There is no more time for breaking eggs; it's time to 
break the chains of Statism. There is no more time for hacking
at branches; it's time to strike the root.

Meet and Greet for most of the State-Level Candidates

Ben Sanders will have a table at the upcoming 2nd Annual 
Sausage Fest, and other State-Level Candidates will 
attend as well. You are welcome to drop by and help 
support LP candidates in the DFW area. And, of course, 
swallow tons of meaty sausage!

Will 2014 be a Favorable Year Similar to
2006 or 1990?

In 1990 and 2006, LP candidates 
across Texas set percentage vote 
records for many offices.  

Current TLP best records in races 
where both a “D” and an “R” were in 
the race are as follows:

• US Senate – 2.34% (2008, Presidential year), 2.33% 
(1990, Gubernatorial year)

• Governor – 3.32% (1990)
• Lieutenant Governor – 4.36% (2006)
• Attorney General – 3.25% (2006)
• Agricultural Commissioner – 3.44% (2006)
• Comptroller – 5.76% (1990), 10.5% (2010, with no 

D, just R-L-G), also 9.98% (1986, D-L only)
• Land Commissioner – 4.13% (2002)
• Railroad Commissioner – 6.98% (1992, Presidential 

year), 4.23% (2006, Gubernatorial year), 18.32% 
(2012, no D in race)

(See tables for all races at the end of the article.)

The records for Governor and Comptroller were set in 1990.  
2006 saw records for Lt Governor, Attorney General, and 
Agricultural Commissioner. The records for U.S. Senate and 
Railroad Commissioner were 2008 and 1992 respectively, 
both presidential election years, but the top Gubernatorial 
years were 1990 and 2006 respectively.  The only race with a 
different Gubernatorial year leader was Land Commissioner 
4.13% (2002); but the 2nd and 3rd best were 3.908% (1990) 
and 3.903% (2006).

What happened in 1990?

In both the races in 1990 where the LP set records (Governor 
and Comptroller), the Republican candidates had problems.

Republican Warren G. Harding, Jr. for Comptroller was the 
son of Warren G. Harding, Sr. a former Texas State Treasurer 
whom Ann Richards had edged out in the Democrat primary 
in 1982. It was reported that Harding Sr. had just been indicted
for allegedly using two secretaries on the state payroll in his 
campaign. It may well be that the sins of the father were seen 
as the sins of the son. Harding received the lowest vote total of
any statewide Republican candidate.

In the race for Governor, the LP vote was greater than the 
difference between Ann Richards and Clayton Williams.  

Page 4

by Eugene J. Flynn

http://www.nytimes.com/1982/04/22/us/texas-politics-game-played-with-a-name.html
http://www.nytimes.com/1982/04/22/us/texas-politics-game-played-with-a-name.html
https://www.facebook.com/events/688230111213643/


Libertarian Party of Dallas County, Texas August 2014

During the campaign, Williams made a number of gaffes. The 
one that got him in the most trouble was likening rape to bad 
weather, having stated, ''If it's inevitable, just relax and enjoy 
it.''

1990 was an example of the LP gaining votes from people 
who wanted to vote for someone, but could not bring 
themselves to vote for seemingly tainted Republicans, nor 
could they bring themselves to vote for a Democrat. They 
further could not bring themselves to vote for a former 
Democrat in the Senate Race, and the LP candidate received 
the highest percentage in that race ever for a Gubernatorial 
election year. The “R” candidate in 1990 was former “D”, Phil
Gramm, and the “D” candidate, Hugh Parmer, was not well 
known. The latter received the lowest vote total of any 
Democrat running statewide, in a year when “D”s were still 
wining statewide offices in Texas.

What happened in 2006?

What was different about 2006? Why did we set records that 
year? It appears that some people actually went down the 
ballot and voted for individuals for a change.

“Straight ticket voting represented 45.04% of the 
total ballots cast (TBC) in 2006. That is only 2.6 
percentage points lower than 1998 (47.6%) and 4.6 
percentage points below 2002 (49.6%). This was a drop-
off from 2004 when straight ticket votes constituted 
55.55% of all ballots cast. However, in 2004, there was a 
uniquely high total of straight ticket votes cast.”

Studies Of Political Statistics: Straight Ticket Voti  ng In 
Texas, 1998-2006,   P.   4 (Austin Community College 
Center for Public Policy & Political Studies)

But 2004 was not really unique at 55.55% as future years 
would show. For 2008, it was 57.7%; for 2010, is was 57.60 
%; and for 2012, it was 61.16%. It was 2006 with 45% that 
was unique as shown in the following graph.

Links to all the Straight Party vote studies are available here.

So what caused that drop in Straight Party voting in 2006? 
Quite simply, there were two well known independent 
candidates for Governor. Some people voted for them and 
didn't realize that one can vote Straight Party and vote for 
someone else in individual races.  Once these folks were off 
their party line they went down the ballot and actually voted 
for Libertarians. Obviously not everyone did that, but enough 
did to create records for LP candidates.

Unfortunately, 2014 doesn't have well known independent 
statewide candidates to pull people off the Straight Party 
route. (There are two well known candidates running as 
Libertarians in local races in Rusk and Upshur counties, and 
their campaigns will hopefully take the lead.)

This year there is a flawed front runner for Attorney General, 
where the Republican candidate may well be   indicted just after
the deadline for removal from the ballot. Also, while the LP 
candidate is an AV rated lawyer (as is our candidate for 
Governor this year) the Republican for Attorney General 
currently only has a BV rating. With the Republican's 
problems I wouldn't be surprised if he becomes unrated as the 
“V” is for ethical lawyers, and without it, one receives no 
rating.

Another flawed front runner is Dan Patrick due to his extreme 
views. He also defeated the Republican establishment 
candidate as did the Republican candidate for Land 
Commissioner in 2002, which appears to be one of the reasons
the highest percentage ever received by a LP candidate for 
Land Commissioner was in 2002.

Leading with the AG and Lt. Gov. races could help pull people
off the Straight Party line and vote for more Libertarians. 
Other front runners may falter as election day draws closer, 
but starting with support for those two races could help all 
Texas LP candidates.
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LP Candidates for Governor

Ballot Name
Votes
[%]

Election 
Date

Running

Jeff Daiell 3.32 1990-11-06 R-D-L-4WI

Kathie Glass 2.19 2010-11-02 R-D-L-G-WI

Jeff Daiell 1.46 2002-11-05 R-D-L-G-2WI

Theresa Doyle 1.23 1986-11-04 R-D-L

Keary Ehlers 0.64 1994-11-08 R-D-L

James Werner 0.61 2006-11-07 R-D-L-I-I-WI

David Hutzelman 0.60 1982-11-02
R-D-L-C-WI-
Other

Lester R. 'Les' 
Turlington, Jr.

0.55 1998-11-03 R-D-L-WI

LP Candidates for Lieutenant Governor

Ballot Name
Votes
[%]

Election 
Date

Running

Judy Baker 4.36 2006-11-07 R-D-L

Tom Owens 3.32 1990-11-06 R-D-L-Other

Scott Jameson 2.47 2010-11-02 R-D-L-G

Anthony Garcia 1.75 1998-11-03 R-D-L

Bill Howell 1.44 1986-11-04 R-D-L

Mark David 
Gessner

1.20 2002-11-05 R-D-L-G

Laurel K. 
Freeman

1.10 1982-11-02 R-D-L

LP Candidates for Comptroller

Ballot Name
Votes
[%]

Election 
Date

Running

Mary J. Ruwart 10.50 2010-11-02 R-L-G

George Meeks 9.98 1986-11-04 D-L

William E. “Bill” 
Grisham

5.76 1990-11-06 R-D-L

Mike Burris 3.52 2006-11-07 R-D-L

Janet Tlapek 1.66 1982-11-02 R-D-L

Alex Monchak 1.46 1998-11-03 R-D-L

Bowie Ibarra 1.19 2002-11-05 R-D-L-G

LP Candidates for Land Commissioner

Ballot Name
Votes
[%]

Election 
Date

Running

Barbara A. 
Hernandez

4.13 2002-11-05 R-D-L-G

R.C. Donaldson 3.91 1990-11-06 R-D-L-Other

Michael A. 
French

3.90 2006-11-07 R-D-L

James L. Holdar 3.05 2010-11-02 R-D-L

J. Manuel 'Monte'
Montez

2.72 1998-11-03 R-D-L

David C. Chow 2.60 1994-11-08 R-D-L

Charles S. Fuller 2.19 1982-11-02 R-D-L

Honey Sue 
Lanham

1.95 1986-11-04 R-D-L

LP Candidates for Attorney General

Ballot Name
Votes
[%]

Election 
Date

Running

Jon Roland 3.25 2006-11-07 R-D-L

Ray E. Dittman 2.93 1990-11-06 R-D-L-Other

Vicki Flores 2.89 1994-11-08 R-D-L

Jon Roland 2.28 2010-11-02 R-D-L

Katherine S. 
Youngblood

2.27 1982-11-02 R-D-L-W

Mike Angwin 1.56 1998-11-03 R-D-L

Jon Roland 1.26 2002-11-05 R-D-L-G

Mike Stephens 1.23 1986-11-04 R-D-L

LP Candidates for Agricultural Commissioner

Ballot Name
Votes
[%]

Election 
Date

Running

Clay Woolam 3.44 2006-11-07 R-D-L

Rick Donaldson 3.38 2010-11-02 R-D-L

K. A. Tegtmeyer 2.95 1990-11-06 R-D-L-Other

Clyde L. Garland 2.09 1994-11-08 R-D-L

Rebecca Reed 1.99 1986-11-04 R-D-L

Jimmy T. LaBaume 1.52 1998-11-03 R-D-L-WI
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Vincent J. May 1.17 2002-11-05 R-D-L-G

Stanley Keen 1.08 1982-11-02 R-D-L

LP Candidates for Railroad Commissioner

Ballot Name
Votes
[%]

Election 
Date

Running

Jaime O. Perez 18.32 2012-11-06 R-L-G

Anthony Garcia 15.83 2000-11-07 R-L-G

Carolyn Fields 15.66 2000-11-07 R-L-G

Richard N. 
Draheim, Jr

6.99 1992-11-03 R-D-L-WI

Tabitha Serrano 4.23 2006-11-07 R-D-L

Anthony Garcia 3.60 2004-11-02 R-D-L

David Floyd 3.52 2008-11-04 R-D-L

C.W. Steinbrecher 3.45 1990-11-06 R-D-L-Other

Buster Crabb 3.15 1994-11-08 R-D-L

Roger Gary 2.87 2010-11-02 R-D-L-G

Nazirite R. Flores
Perez

2.51 2002-11-05 R-D-L-G

Jim Spurlock 2.44 1998-11-03 R-D-L

Vivekananda 
(Vik) Wall

2.24 2012-11-06 R-D-L-G

David Hutzelman 2.16 1980-11-04 R-D-L

Chloe (Jack) 
Daniel

2.11 1986-11-04 R-D-L

Rick Draheim 2.06 1994-11-08 R-D-L

Rick Draheim 1.93 1996-11-05 R-D-L-NLP

Richard Draheim 1.19 1988-11-08 R-D-L-Other

Dick Bjornseth 1.18 1982-11-02 R-D-L-C-WI

LP Candidates for U.S. Senate

Ballot Name
Votes
[%]

Election 
Date

Running

Yvonne Adams 
Schick

2.34 2008-11-04 R-D-L

Gary Johnson 2.33 1990-11-06 R-D-L-Other

Scott Lanier 
Jameson

2.26 2006-11-07 R-D-L

John Jay Myers 2.06 2012-11-06 R-D-L-G

Mary J. Ruwart 1.16 2000-11-07 R-D-L-G

Michael Bird 0.93 1996-11-05 R-D-L-NLP

Pierre Biondeau 0.84 1994-11-08 R-D-L

Jeff Daiell 0.83 1988-11-08 R-D-L-Other

Scott Lanier 
Jameson

0.78 2002-11-05 R-D-L-G-WI

John E. Ford 0.76 1982-11-02
R-D-L-C-WI-
Other

Rick Draheim 0.28 1993-05-01 24 candidates

Will You Represent Your Senate District?

There are vacancies in the Dallas delegation on the State 
Libertarian Executive Committee (SLEC). Will you step 
up to represent Senate District 2 or 23 and join your 
fellow Libertarians representing parts of Dallas County?

Currently serving reps are:

• SD 8 (Michael C. Jones and Patrick Peavy)
• SD 9 (Ken Stanford II and Ed Colliver)
• SD 16 (Michael Dooling and Marcus Huffer)

If you live in ether SD 2 or SD 23, you too could be a 
SLEC representative! Follow the links to determine if you
reside in either district.

Finally: Legit Libertarian Criticism 
from Mainstream Media

Without understanding the many faces of libertarianism – 
minarchists, anarchists, partyarchs, non-voters, 
consequentialists, moralists, realists, idealists, agorists, 
voluntaryists -- syndicated columnist Michael Gerson takes on
libertarians and gets much of it right.

Gerson claims that some "libertarian ideas expand 
government" and offers the legalization of gambling and 
marijuana as his Exhibit A.
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Gerson's entire article
attacks "legalize and tax"
libertarians who "seek to
lift governmental restraints
on consensual acts" even
as this assists
"governments that seek
sources of revenue."

This, he says, results in an
"ideological alliance"
between libertarians and 
government, creating more
freedom for individuals and more tax revenue for government.

He's right about "legalize and tax" libertarians but not about 
"decriminalization" libertarians whom he never mentions. 
Decriminalization simply removes laws against peaceful 
activities that never should have been illegal in the first place.

Both government and "Legalize and tax" libertarians "find 
common ground in encouraging and exploiting the weaknesses
and addictions of its populace," Gerson says. But true 
Libertarians neither encourage nor discourage gambling or 
marijuana use or any other voluntary activity; they simply 
champion the Zero Aggression Principle that rejects initiation 
of force, intimidation and fraud, a principle almost never 
mentioned when mainstreamers write about libertarians, 
Gerson included.

Gerson and libertarians are right that government benefits 
when so-called "legalize and tax" libertarians work together. 
Government always spends more than it collects, which sets 
up an endless cycle of taxing, collecting, overspending and 
searching for yet new taxes.

New sources of taxation always means the creation of new 
bureaucracies resulting in more bureaucrats and civil servants 
demanding more taxpayer-funded salaries, benefits and 
retirements and more union bosses demanding more dues from
their public employees which gets funneled into the pockets of
politicians who benefit from more taxation which sets the 
whole cycle in motion again.

Making every victimless activity legal but taxable may be a 
goal of government but not of libertarians.

Libertarian News Examiner warned libertarians that legalizing
and taxing pot is little more than a payoff to politicians.

To the extent that "libertarians are now, paradoxically, 
providing ideological air cover for irresponsible government" 
Gerson is correct. No libertarian can both accept the Zero 
Aggression Principle while holding the "legalize and tax" 
position on any victimless activity.

Unfortunately, no two sources seem to agree on the definitions
of legalize, re-legalize or decriminalize, so libertarians must 
simply demand the exclusion of government from all adult 
consensual interactions and the simultaneous withering away 
of The State. Otherwise they need to stop calling themselves 
libertarians.

Editor's Note: Re-published from the Dallas Libertarian Examiner 
(www.examiner.com/libertarian-in-dallas) with permission from the author.

LPDC Membership Program!

Want to help out the LPDC and at the same time get some
cool libertarian swag? Check out our contributor 
membership program!
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Libertarians want a free market in cannabis – and
everything else involving consensual adult interactions

– not a taxed and regulated market that benefits the
ruling class politicians, corporatists and banksters.

http://lpdallas.org/lpdc-memberships/
http://lpdallas.org/lpdc-memberships/
http://www.examiner.com/article/legalizing-pot-is-a-payoff-to-politicians
http://www.examiner.com/topic/libertarian
https://www.zeroaggressionproject.org/heuristic/zero-aggression-principle/
http://www.examiner.com/government
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NV0nQgwQDLc
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War! We must… NOT!

”Peace, commerce, and honest
friendship with all nations,
entanglements with none” - Thomas
Jefferson

I am surprised that three current
international conflicts have
America’s rapt attention and have
bolstered calls to “action”:
ISIS/Iraq, Israel/Hamas, and
Russia/Ukraine. All three of these
are not our fight. What is there to
discuss? Proper foreign policy is
pretty straight forward.

For all three situations, do The People of the attacked nation 
feel the necessity to defend themselves? If not, why is the 
United States assumed to help, or worse, shoulder the entire 
burden? Are those under attack a nation or not?

ISIS – What is Jihad? Is it a holy war to kill all infidels? Is it a
deep-seated, personal struggle? What do Muslim leaders say? 
What is the goal of a global caliphate? Is this shared by all 
Muslims? Is there a credible, tangible threat to The People of 
the United States?

Gaza – Arabs and Jews have been mortal enemies for 
millennia. Unless one side simply “gives up” or truly works 
for peace, there will be strife and war. I don’t see a permanent 
end to the conflict.

Russia – Was the break-up of the Soviet Union final or 
temporary? Do Ukrainians feel part of Russia? Do other 
bordering nations feel part of Russia? This is entirely up to the
sovereign nations directly involved. It’s none of our business.

Do we want China, Russia, Iran, another nation, or the United 
Nations telling us what to do about:

• Our southern border and immigration?

• Our use of petro-chemicals and coal?

• The extent of powers available to the chief executive 
via Executive Orders?

• Our monetary and fiscal policy?

• Our various unresolved scandals?

You get the idea … 

Upcoming Meetings

• Trivia night at Trinity Hall 
◦ Every Sunday Night, 7:30 PM
◦ Trinity Hall Irish Pub & Restaurant 

5321 E Mockingbird Ln, Dallas, TX

• Li  bertarian Party of Dallas Coun  ty General 
Meeting
◦ August 12th, 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM

2nd Tuesday of Every Month
◦ Sambuca - Uptown

2120 McKinny Ave., Dallas, TX

• Give Me Liberty!
◦ September 17th, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
◦ Spring Creek BBQ

12835 Preston Road (at LBJ Freeway), Dallas, TX

• Dallas Liberty Forum, Featuring: C. J. Grisham, 
Founder of Open Carry Texas!
◦ September 10th, 7:00 PM - 9:30 PM
◦ Texas Land & Cattle Steakhouse

812 S. Central Expressway, Richardson, TX 

• Alan Ross Texas Freedom Parade and Festival!!!!
◦ September 21st, 11:30AM – 6:00 PM
◦ Lee Park

3333 Lee Parkway, Dallas, TX
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by Mike Kolls

http://www.meetup.com/Dallas-Libertarians/events/199245982/
http://www.meetup.com/Dallas-Libertarians/events/199520132/
http://www.meetup.com/Dallas-Libertarians/events/199520132/
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=812+S.+Central+Expressway,+Richardson,+TX,+75080,+us
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=3333+Lee+Parkway,+75219,+TX,+75219,+us
https://www.google.com/maps/preview?f=q&hl=en&q=12835+Preston+Road,+Dallas,+TX,+75230,+us
http://www.meetup.com/Dallas-Libertarians/events/198070922/
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=2120+McKinney+Ave,+Dallas,+TX,+75201,+us
http://www.meetup.com/Dallas-Libertarians/events/191891652/
http://www.meetup.com/Dallas-Libertarians/events/191891652/
http://www.meetup.com/Dallas-Libertarians/events/191891652/
http://www.meetup.com/Dallas-Libertarians/events/191891652/
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=5321+E+Mockingbird+Ln,+Dallas,+TX,+75206,+us
http://www.meetup.com/Dallas-Libertarians/events/199059232/
http://tx24.us/V2Foreign.html
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(Note: We will start at the parade float staging 
area, location TBA.)

Up-to-date meeting announcements and details can always be 
found on meetup.com. (www.meetup.com/Dallas-
Libertarians/)

Libertarian References

• Books
◦ Good to be King, Michael Badnarik
◦ Why Government Doesn't Work, Harry Browne
◦ Atlas Shrugged, Ayn Rand
◦ Libertarianism: A Primer, David Boaz
◦ Economics in One Lesson, Henry Hazlitt
◦ Healing Our World, Dr. Mary Ruwart

• Videos
◦ Neitzsche and the Nazis, Stephen Hicks
◦ Bullsh*t!, Penn & Teller
◦ Free to Choose, Milton Friedman
◦ America: Freedom to Fascism, Aaron Russo

• Websites
◦ The Libertarian Party of Dallas County

lpdallas.org
◦ The Libertarian Party of Texas

lptexas.org
◦ The National Libertarian Party

www.lp.org
◦ Students for Liberty

studentsforliberty.org
◦ Free Talk Live

www.freetalklive.com
◦ The Cato Institute

www.cato.org
◦ Molinari Institute

praxeology.net/molinari.htm
◦ Objectivism In-Brief

mol.redbarn.org/objectivism/writing/InBrief
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Hey you!

Are you done reading this newsletter? Get one of your friends or
family members to read it!

LPDC Officer List
Chair – Paul Petersen (chair@lpdallas.org)
Vice-Chair – Curry Taylor (vicechair@lpdallas.org)
Secretary – Eugene Flynn (secretary@lpdallas.org)
Treasurer – Xuan Yue (treasurer@lpdallas.org)

LPDC At-Large Directors
Kevin Frederickson (dallaslibertarian@gmail.com)
Ed Maddox (ed@lpdallas.org)
Dianne Mueller (dianne@lpdallas.org)
Marshall Beerwinkle (m_beerwinkle@yahoo.com)

Working Committee Leaders
Marketing – Curry Taylor (vicechair@lpdallas.org)
Fundraising – Xuan Yue (treasurer@lpdallas.org)
Outreach – Diane Mueller (dianne@lpdallas.org)

The LPDC is a local branch of the Libertarian Party based in Dallas 
County, Texas. Find out more about the LPDC at http://lpdallas.org. 
The Libertarian Party is the third largest political party in the United
States, and was established in 1971 to promote more freedom and 
less intrusive government in all aspects of life. Find out more about 
the LP at http://www.lp.org.

mailto:dianne@lpdallas.org
http://www.lp.org/
http://lpdallas.org/
mailto:treasurer@lpdallas.org
mailto:vicechair@lpdallas.org
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http://www.meetup.com/Dallas-Libertarians/
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