
Patrick Henry, Anarchist

The following speech was
made by Kevin L Frederickson
at 'Give Me Liberty!', a forum
for libertarians who want to
practice public speaking.

Today, May 29, is the birthday
of Patrick Henry, who uttered
the famous words "Give me
liberty, or give me death!". He was an early proponent for the 
independence of the American colonies from Britain. The 
reason Henry and others were calling for independence was 
because the British government was becoming increasingly 
tyrannical. Its laws were becoming increasingly unjust and 
arbitrary, and its taxes were becoming increasingly oppressive 
and intolerable.

The revolution was 
supposed to fix all that. 
Yet our government today 
is just as tyrannical as that 
of Britain on the eve of the
revolution, its laws every 
bit as unjust and arbitrary, 
and its taxes even more 
oppressive and intolerable.
So what happened? We 
have a constitutional 
republic, a bill of rights, 
separation of powers, 
checks and balances. Our 

government is supposed to be limited, right? So how did we 
get here?

The philosophical justification for the revolution ran 
something like this: 1.) Goverment must rest on the consent of 
the people. As stated in the Declaration of Independence, 
government derives its just powers from the "consent of the 
governed". 2.) The American colonies had not consented to 

All's “Fair” in Fair Park Precinct

The Libertarian Party of Texas was recently contemplating
renting space at the 2014 State Fair of Texas. 
Unfortunately, the party was informed that there is a rule 
disallowing political groups to rent space.

Perhaps the reason for this is that the precinct which 
covers the location of the State Fair, Dallas Precinct 3020,
has given a majority vote to third parties in many elections
over the years. In 2012 the Libertarian Party was the 
victor in four races in that precinct. Also that year the 
Green Party won in one race, the only precinct they won 
in Dallas County that year.

“The voters in Precinct 3020 know it is safe to vote for 
candidates of a third party,” said Dallas County LP Chair, 
Paul Petersen.  "The politicians running the State of Texas
would not want that type of thinking to spread,” 
concluded Petersen.

British rule. Therefore, 3.) they were not subject to British law.

The revolutionaries were of course right to take this position. 
Establishing government on the principle of consent is the 
only way to keep government from exceeding its authority. If 
the government can enact laws without the consent of the 
people, there is no limit to the tyranny it can practice upon 
them.

Where the secessionists went wrong was in equating consent 
with representation. They claimed that because the colonies 
were not represented in Parliament, this meant they had not 
consented. Henry and others declared there could be "no 
taxation without representation". But this line of reasoning 
implies that if the colonies were represented, it would mean 
they had consented. This is a variation of the idea of tacit or 
implied consent. It's a completely bogus idea.
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As Lysander Spooner observed, a man is no less a slave 
because he is allowed to choose a new master once in a term 
of years. In the long run a government founded on tacit 
consent is more dangerous to liberty than one not founded on 
consent at all, because it creates the illusion of consent. The 
German writer Goethe remarked that "none are more 
hopelessly enslaved than those who falsely believe they are 
free." Tacit consent merely serves as an excuse for our 
overlords to grant themselves more power. In the words of 
William Penn, "Let the people think they govern, and they will
be governed."

Today those words may appear prophetic, but our endless 
wars, endless debt, and the endless laws that destroy our 
liberties are nothing more than the inevitable result of the 
doctrine of tacit consent. One can only conclude, as Lysander 
Spooner did, that if consent is to have any meaning at all, it 
can only mean "the separate, individual consent of every man 
who is required to contribute to the support of the 
government". There is no such thing as tacit consent. 

Robert Filmer and others argued that no government can ever 
be founded on the consent of all of the people, and any attempt
to do so could only result in anarchy. But for those of us who 
value liberty, the only possible reply to this argument is: bring
it on. 

Government based on consent is the promise of the American 
Revolution. And if Patrick Henry - 'Mr. Liberty-or-Death' 
himself - were with us today, and he really cared about 
freedom as much as his immortal words imply, he would no 
doubt agree that the idea of tacit consent has been a disaster 
for liberty, and that if government cannot be founded on the 
genuine consent of all the people, there is only one alternative 
- and that is no government at all.

Also born May 29 was Oswald Spengler, who wrote The 

Decline of the West, about the rise and fall of empires. The 
English poet Percy Shelley wrote a poem entitled Ozymandias 
about the inevitable decline of all empires. It specifically 
refers to Egypt, but it may also be seen as a veiled reference to
the British Empire, which by Shelley's time had already begun
its slow decline.

What inspired Shelley to write
the poem was the recent
discovery of a statue of
Ozymandias, king of Egypt.
Shelley informs us that the
statue's inscription reads, "My
name is Ozymandias, King of
Kings. Look on my works, ye
mighty, and despair!" But of
course by that time there was
nothing left of his empire -
nothing but dust. In Shelley's
words, "Round the decay of that
colossal wreck, boundless and
bare, the lone and level sands stretch far away."

Our rulers' appetite for power can never be satisfied. They will
not stop until we are reduced to absolute slavery. But we who 
value liberty above all else will not rest until their arbitrary 
power, and statism itself - like the empire of Ozymandias - 
have crumbled into dust, and liberty is all that remains.

Let's Start a Federalist Papers Class!

It's time to consider another Federalist Papers 
class/discussion. The Federalists Papers were a 
campaign to adopt the Constitution of the United States 
(1787 and 1788). These 85 papers provided the 
philosophy of the new federal republic, and then offered 
specific reasons for each provision.
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The class will be structured similarly to a book club 
format. Those who read the 33 selected papers will 
benefit the most. Some material will also be lecture style. 
We will meet for 1.5 to 2 hours at each session. Each 
week's "worksheet" has fill-in-the-blank questions for 
each assigned paper. I'd like to meet in North Carrollton, 
likely inside Castle Hill starting in mid-June.

If you are interested please contact me via email, 
talkwithmike2014@yahoo.com. 

States' Rights: Michigan Affirmative 
Action

Abandoned Amendment X has 
been found and defended; this is a 
great day for America! The 
necessity of strong sovereign 
states, as presented in Federalist 
Papers #42 thru #47 is resuscitated 
in a decisive 6-2 Supreme Court 
decision! This is the top news story
of 2014.

The future of affirmative action 
may be short. However, if America 
truly is now colorblind, we have 

made progress. If not, continued legislation focusing on that 
"difference" will only exacerbate racial divisions. I am still 
very suspect of the force-of-law solving anything; force only 
begets force. Private efforts like the United Negro College 
Fund (UNCF) and personal charity are better ways to advance 
African American students.

What other federal meddling
can now be addressed, and
even reversed? What
decisions can be rightfully 
given back to the sovereign
states and The People? I'm
hoping each social issue that
is made public will be
redirected to the states.
Further, it's okay to have
different understandings
amongst the states; for
example, the following could be up for grabs:

• Education curriculum

• Residency of non-citizens
• All taxpayer-paid charity (incorrectly named 

entitlements and benefits)
• Agriculture and conservation measures 
• Transportation within a state 
• Definition of marriage 
• Status of  currently-illegal drugs 
• Support for art and science 
• Health Care. (I hesitate, but would prefer state run 

healthcare versus a federal program. Even better 
would be a privately-run, voluntary, opt-in program.)

• Retirement Savings: Make it a privately-run, 
voluntary, opt-in program 

Give me some time; I can certainly add to the list above! 

The proper relationship between State Sovereignty and 
National Sovereignty is critical to revitalizing America. This 
ruling may be the first step back to healthy, constitutional 
governance. 

From tx24.us – “In The News” page – Mike Kolls for 
Congress (CD-24).

Editor's Note: Whereas it is arguably true that the federal government has 
been the major aggressor against the individual in many areas of politics, 
many libertarians believe that appealing to States' Rights and hence 
advocating for more local government control may lead to a situation in 
which individuals are denied individual rights by merely a different entity 
than they had been previously, and that strict libertarian principle would 
once again become secondary to the political influences of various special 
interest groups.

Help Libertarian Candidates by Geeking Out and/or 
Supporting a Local PAC!

Signs of Texas Liberty PAC (siglib.org) is working on the 
fifth edition of its resource disc, to be given out at the 
2014 Libertarian National Convention in Columbus, 

Ohio.  This disc is a major change from previous editions 
with new graphics, new tutorials, and more. It completely 
supersedes all previous versions of the disc, first handed 
out at the 2006 LP Texas convention next to the city line 
between Humble and Houston.
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Planned disc features include ready-to-print buttons, 
almost ready-to-print signs (need to set the paid for by 
notice), tutorials, fonts, examples, color and typeface 
specifications, multicolor lettering, templates for signs 
and buttons, and possibly even a canned Drupal-based 
website.  The disc has an HTML interface that does not 
need a backend or javascript and should work with any 
reasonably complete 21st century web browser.  Even 
MSIE 6 and Dillo 3 work.

If you're interested in the disc, in helping to test it, or in 
immediately putting some of its content to use, please 
contact James Gholston at jamesg AT dimensionality.com 
and include the words SIGLIB Disc in the subject line.

James is also looking for active candidates in need of 
campaign buttons.

Economic Freedom

“Give me liberty or give me
death!” On Patrick Henry’s
birthday, it’s appropriate to note
that the Tunisian vendor who
started the Arab Spring felt that
way. The unemployed man was
surviving – and providing a
service – by selling produce on the
street. A representative of the state
not only stopped him for not
having a permit, but humiliated
him as well. In despair over being
denied his freedom – in this case his economic freedom to 
survive – he burned himself to death. I don’t recommend 
suicide as a protest, but the tragic incident shows how much 
people can value their economic freedom. The American 
Revolution was largely fought over economic freedom: that’s 
what the Boston Tea Party was about.

By economic freedom – the free market – I mean simply the 
right to produce and exchange goods and services freely. 
Economic freedom is valuable for at least three interrelated 
reasons: it’s productive, it’s free, and it’s flexible. That the free
market is productive is so obvious it hardly needs justification.
The most prosperous societies are the freest societies. This 
prosperity helps the poor as well as the rich. The Arab Spring 
erupted because the economic freedom of a poor man to 
survive through honest, productive activity was denied by 
government regulation.

That economic freedom is also one aspect of general freedom 
should also be obvious, but it is often overlooked. Economic 
activity pervades our lives. We spend a third of our lives 
working. Our free choices about where we work, under what 
conditions we work, what we produce, and what we contribute
to the world profoundly affect the quality of our lives. As both 
Ludwig Von Mises and Ayn Rand point out, work is 
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consumption as well as production. However, the time we 
spend away from the job is also pervaded by economic 
activity, by our purchase and use of goods and services. Try to 
do anything at all without goods and services. In other words, 
if you take away economic activity, there’s not much of life 
left. If we aren’t free to produce, sell, buy, and use goods and 
services, we’re not free at all.

That the free market is flexible is too little appreciated, even 
by its advocates. Of course, probably everyone acknowledges 
that the free market can make adjustments without an act of 
Congress or permission from a bureaucrat. However, the 
flexibility goes farther than that: the market at its freest and 
best accommodates a wide variety of activities and many 
different kinds of people. The tight neat system of economic 
theory often acknowledges this only in the most awkward and 
unrealistic way, requiring a limited set of motives and 
institutions which ignore great diversity in life. This arcane 
theorizing is hard to sell to the general public. It also 
overlooks the full richness and capabilities of the market.

People who want to maximize their material self-interest are, 
and should be, well accommodated by the market, and their 
desires are harnessed for the benefit of everyone. However, I 
see no reason why other motives and goals cannot be 
accommodated as well within the market. Harry Browne 
points out that the market can often provide niches for small 
minority preferences. For example, one libertarian I know 
gave up a better paying job to go back to school, get a degree 
in economics, and teach in a low-paying community college in
order to promote her economic principles. Another libertarian 
colleague admired his grandfather for refusing the 
government’s demand, during the Depression, to charge more 
for his shingles, because he didn’t think they were worth 
more. Miles speaks, without disapproval, of a hypothetical 
employer who hires someone who is not the best man for the 
job simply because the man especially needs the job. Activist 

consumers may boycott businesses they believe are acting 
irresponsibly, and investors may modify their investments 
based on reasons of principle. It seems to me that a free 
market that can accommodate these diverse concerns (which 
can’t be adequately dealt with “on our own time”) is more 
flexible, more free, and in an important way, more productive 
and efficient than the ideal market of much of economic 
theory. Of course, in all of this, businesses must make enough 
profit to keep going, and hopefully more, but there should be 
considerable room for flexibility.

The free market, though not perfect, can give us all of 
this – unless we have to get a government permit before we 
can do anything.

Sequestration, a Success

I have maintained for a long time 
that our federal deficit spending is 
out of control. We are still in grave 
danger as a nation.

A recent GAO report on 
Sequestration identified only one 
job lost as a result of the (so called) 
"government shutdown" last year. 
The federal employment rolls were 
not ravaged as many Progressives 
and some GOP moaned. The federal

government actually spent less during Sequestration, not much
less, but less. It can be done! Everybody knows that there is 
too much waste and duplication of effort/programs in the 
federal government. The success of Sequestration is that 
Congress demanded each department and agency reduce their 
operating expenses. It worked. 

My plan to fix our federal finances can also work. 

Mike Kolls for Congress

LPDC Membership Program!

Want to help out the LPDC and at the same time get some
cool libertarian swag? Check out our contributor 
membership program!
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Defending Alec Baldwin, a Rare 
Libertarian Experience

The mercurial-mouthed
actor Alec Baldwin was
arrested recently for
something that only
libertarians would defend
him for.

Cops handcuffed and took
him into custody for
committing the clearly
victimless crimes of
bicycling in the wrong
direction on a New York
City street and for failing to
have identification on his person.

In a free society – which Baldwin apparently doesn't believe in
as evidenced by his outspoken loudmouthing for government-
imposed Obamacare and his heavy-handed denial of photog's 
right to film him in public – nobody would be handcuffed or 
arrested for improper peddling unless the cyclist was 
physically coercing or intimidating or clearly placing the lives 
and limbs of innocent people in imminent danger. The media 
reports indicated no such claims.

The failure to always and everywhere carry personal 
identification while in public is strictly a Police State rule, 
abhorrent to the people of a free society that Baldwin doesn't 
support.

This is why, once he was released, libertarians could only 
agree with his Tweet-Rant of “New York City is a 
mismanaged carnival of stupidity that is desperate for revenue 

and anxious to criminalize behavior once thought benign.”

It's not only odd but vanishingly rare that Alec Baldwin can 
actually say or do anything agreeable to libertarians.

Baldwin is a typical practitioner of the nonsensical mix tape of
positions taken by ideologues left and right who have no 
"rationality compass" like libertarians, who, when they're 
consistent, base all of their positions on the Zero Aggression 
Principle.

For example, Baldwin is on record as supporting both gay 
marriage and stricter gun control measures, meaning logically 
that he believes gay people should have a right to marry one 
another but shouldn't have a right to defend one another when 
threatened with physical gay-bashing.

During Barack Obama’s 2012 re-election campaign Baldwin 
called Republicans "lying thieves," thereby admitting his 
immense blind spot for Democrat "lying thieves," and claimed
that if "Obama was white, he’d be up by 17 points," thereby 
joining last century's now-laughable race-baiters who turn 
everything into racism because without that "rationality 
compass" they can't discuss political, social, cultural or 
philosophical issues intelligently.

Baldwin is also "a strong advocate for animal rights" but 
apparently not for photographer's rights. He repeatedly bleats 
obscenities at the paparazzi for photographing him, thereby 
agreeing with many Police State members who repeatedly 
bleat obscenities and abuse photographers for photographing 
them.

Maybe Baldwin will threaten to move to France if any 
libertarian ever threatens to defend him again.

Editor's Note: Re-published from the Dallas Libertarian Examiner 
(www.examiner.com/libertarian-in-dallas) with permission from the author.
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Upcoming Meetings

• Trivia night at Trinity Hall 
◦ Every Sunday Night, 7:30 PM
◦ Trinity Hall Irish Pub & Restaurant 

5321 E Mockingbird Ln, Dallas, TX

• L  ibertarian Party of Dallas County   General 
Meeting
◦ June 10th, 7:00 PM

2nd Tuesday of Every Month
◦ Sambuca - Uptown

2120 McKinny Ave., Dallas, TX

• Libertarian Party Candidate and Supporter 
Training Session in DFW!
◦ June 14th, 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM
◦ D  FW Airport Marriott South

4151 Centreport Drive, Fort Worth, TX 

Up-to-date meeting announcements and details can always be 
found on meetup.com. (www.meetup.com/Dallas-
Libertarians/)

Libertarian References

• Books
◦ Good to be King, Michael Badnarik
◦ Why Government Doesn't Work, Harry Browne
◦ Atlas Shrugged, Ayn Rand
◦ Libertarianism: A Primer, David Boaz
◦ Economics in One Lesson, Henry Hazlitt
◦ Healing Our World, Dr. Mary Ruwart

• Videos
◦ Neitzsche and the Nazis, Stephen Hicks
◦ Bullsh*t!, Penn & Teller
◦ Free to Choose, Milton Friedman
◦ America: Freedom to Fascism, Aaron Russo

• Websites
◦ The Libertarian Party of Dallas County

lpdallas.org
◦ The Libertarian Party of Texas

lptexas.org
◦ The National Libertarian Party

www.lp.org
◦ Free Talk Live

www.freetalklive.com
◦ The Cato Institute

www.cato.org
◦ Molinari Institute

praxeology.net/molinari.htm
◦ Objectivism In-Brief

mol.redbarn.org/objectivism/writing/InBrief
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LPDC Officer List
Chair – Paul Petersen (chair@lpdallas.org)
Vice-Chair – Curry Taylor (vicechair@lpdallas.org)
Secretary – Eugene Flynn (secretary@lpdallas.org)
Treasurer – Xuan Yue (treasurer@lpdallas.org)

LPDC At-Large Directors
Kevin Frederickson (dallaslibertarian@gmail.com)
Ed Maddox (ed@lpdallas.org)
Dianne Mueller (dianne@lpdallas.org)
Marshall Beerwinkle (m_beerwinkle@yahoo.com)

Working Committee Leaders
Marketing – Curry Taylor (vicechair@lpdallas.org)
Fundraising – Xuan Yue (treasurer@lpdallas.org)
Outreach – Diane Mueller (dianne@lpdallas.org)

The LPDC is a local branch of the Libertarian Party based in Dallas 
County, Texas. Find out more about the LPDC at http://lpdallas.org. 
The Libertarian Party is the third largest political party in the United
States, and was established in 1971 to promote more freedom and 
less intrusive government in all aspects of life. Find out more about 
the LP at http://www.lp.org.
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Hey you!

Are you done reading this newsletter? Get one of your friends or
family members to read it!
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