
Futilitarianism

The following speech was
made by Kevin L Frederickson
at 'Give Me Liberty!', a forum
for libertarians who want to
practice public speaking.

Today in history, August 1,
1774, Joseph Priestley
discovered oxygen. But he
didn't know it was oxygen. He was an adherent of phlogiston 
theory, and he called it 'dephlogisticated air'. He did know that 
it was essential to combustion; fire could only exist in its 
presence.

In his book The Structure of Scientific 
Revolutions, Thomas Kuhn explains 
how scientific knowledge advances. A 
theoretical model is generally agreed 
on, such as phlogiston theory, or the 
theory that the sun and planets revolve
around the earth. Eventually, facts 
begin to accumulate that contradict the
model, so a new model is proposed 
that better accomodates these facts. 
The old model is discarded in favor of 
the new one.

People have a lot of time and effort invested in the old model, 
so there is always a lot of resistance to adopting the new one. 
The same thing can happen in political philosophy. In his book
Patriarcha, Robert Filmer argued against the idea of natural 
rights. 

There are three parts to his argument: 1.The theory of natural 
rights implies that if you don't consent to a government then 
its laws do not apply to you. 2. This principle of consent is 
unrealistic and inevitably leads to the elimination of 
government,or anarchy. 3. Anarchy would be bad. Because, 
obviously, we would all kill each other.

Many who considered themselves defenders of liberty agreed 
with the first two parts of Filmer's argument. And instead of 
saying, "Okay, so natural rights theory leads to anarchy; so be 

it!", many also accepted the third part. They wanted to bring 
an end to arbitrary and unlimited government, but not all 
government. 

Like the belief in phlogiston theory, their philosphy rested on 
the unquestionable assumption that government is necessary. 
For them, natural rights weakened the case for liberty; 
therefore, to strengthen their case, natural rights had to be 
rejected; liberty could only be defended on utilitarian grounds.

Jeremy Bentham was the creator of
the political philosophy known as
utilitarianism. According to his
theory the ultimate purpose of
government and law was 'the greatest
happiness for the greatest number'.
He credits Joseph Priestley (the
discoverer of oxygen) for giving him
this idea.

In his book Social Statics, Herbert
Spencer argues against Bentham's
theory. According to him, the
question of how to achieve the 'greatest happiness' was 
nothing new; it was merely a restatement of the question that 
philosophers through the ages had been trying to answer all 
along. For Spencer the label 'utilitarianism' was redundant; all 
political theories employed utilitarian arguments, including 
natural rights theory.

Spencer contended that it is futile to 
attempt to define happiness for the 
'greatest number', because each 
individual defines happiness 
differently. He also explained that it 
is futile to attempt to achieve this 
happiness - or even try to determine 
how to acheive it. One might add that
it is no less futile to attempt to 
strengthen the case for liberty by 
discarding the theory of natural 
rights. 

And because 'utilitarianism' is 
characterized more by futility than utility, it would only be 
natural for us to agree to refer to it instead as 'futilitarianism'. 

Government will continue to exist as long as the people 
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tolerate it. But just as combustion cannot occur without 
'dephlogisticated air', only when government is based on the 
consent of all can the fire of liberty endure.

Trophy Winner!

The Tarrant County LP won the 1st

place trophy for best non-profit 
float in the Tarrant County Gay 
Pride Parade on October 5th, 
2013! Way to go, guys!

The Power of Interns

Getting volunteers to do the mundane,
boring stuff that makes a political
party function is next to impossible.
Yet, the new Texas LP Executive
Director Lauren Daugherty found a
way: interns!

Lauren has recruited three individuals
to learn what really makes a political party tick. Lauren has 
informed me how these interns are truly learning what is 
needed to keep a political party running.

Media is the lifeblood of party outreach, and the interns have 
been updating our media list.

Without youth joining the party, 
we would all one day be old and 
inactive. An intern project this 
semester included updating our 
contact list for student groups 
across the state. Such has been 
posted to the T  exas   LP website. 

The interns are also writing 
"how to" guides that will 
hopefully be added to our county
chair handbook and will be 
useful in other situations. The 
“how to” guides include "how to

use Twitter", "how to use Meetup.com", "how to write a press 
release;" etc.

I have been working with one intern, Sarah Gauthier, who has 
been updating the candidates database so we now can list 
people who have run for office in the past on the LP ticket. 
See if you know any of the people on the lists for various 

offices linked from the candidates pages of the TLP website 
links to which are found on the general elections page. 

Imagine what we could do with more interns? Imagine what 
the Dallas County LP could do with their own interns? Know 
anyone who wants to intern with the Dallas County LP? If so, 
send them our way!

Sarah Gauthier
Texas LP Intern

David Matuschak
Texas LP Intern

Chelsea Kendall-Meckel
Texas LP Intern

Government Shutdown? There is No 
Government Shutdown

Longtime Real ID and 
government surveillance foe 
Sheila Dean asked Dallas 
Libertarian Examiner recently, 
"I'm just curious about how 
you and others might be 
perceiving a government 
shutdown."

But there is no government 
shutdown.
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Is the IRS still operating?

Are millions of Americans still paying taxes under the threat 
of government persecution?

Are taxpayer salaried federal minions still collecting those 
taxes and funneling them into the national treasury?

Are political swine still poking their snouts deep into the 
stolen loot to fund their pet projects while skimming as much 
as possible into their own bank accounts?

Then the government hasn't shut down.

Dean also observed, "we are much closer to communism than 
I ever imagined."

But only single-ideology countries can be so clearly labeled. 
Cuba and China can be safely identified as "communist." 
Virtually all European countries are "Socialist." Others such as
most African nation-states are merely non-ideological 
dictatorships.

America is schizophrenic. It's dominated by two virulently 
irreconcilable ideologies.

When the political left calls the right fascists and the right 
calls the left socialists they're both right.

America's massive taxpayer-funded government-mandated 
social welfare programs aren't "progressive," they're socialist.

America's economic system that "allows" citizens to "own" 
their businesses while the government dictates nearly every 
aspect of their operations isn't "free market," it's fascist.

Yet, both factions have exactly the same policy: to use the 
brute force of government to impose their own ideology on 
everyone else.

The people at the very top of the criminal enterprise that 
ordinary citizens have been trained to call "government" have 
become adjusted to this status quo. Since neither can gain the 
total control they truly desire they're willing to divvy up the 
loot amongst themselves.

That means their primary goal is to keep the loot coming. 
What political form the government takes is irrelevant.

It also explains why people outside the status quo, the Ralph 
Naders and the Ron Pauls, are vilified as extremists and 
radicals; they threaten that status quo.

No government that continues to deliver the loot stolen from 
the masses into the hands of the ruling classes will ever be 
allowed to shut down.

Obamacare, the ultimate marriage between socialism and 
fascism, serves the status quo magnificently.

The only solution is libertarianism's Zero Aggression 
Principle; once everyone is stripped of coercion they're 
welcome to spout all the ideology they want.

Editor's Note: Re-published from the Dallas Libertarian Examiner 
(www.examiner.com/libertarian-in-dallas) with permission from the author.

Libertarian “Toastmasters” Events

Are you interested in public speaking, but are shy or don't
know the first thing about it? Looking for a place where 
your peers can give you some tips and tell you how you're
doing in a no-pressure environment? Try the “Give Me 
Liberty!” events. They are our small, libertarian version 
of Toastmasters, a group which encourages public 
speaking skills. Come with a prepared 5 minute speech, 
or with nothing at all!

Page 3
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Reinventing The Wheel of Time

The following speech was 
made by Kevin L Frederickson
at 'Give Me Liberty!', a forum 
for libertarians who want to 
practice public speaking.

Today, August 22, is the 
birthday of author Ray 
Bradbury. In his novel 

Fahrenheit 451, which is set in the future, people have 
acquired an aversion to books to the point that they're 
outlawed. The protagonist is a fireman. When the authorities 
find a house full of books, which happens quite often, they 
alert the firemen, and
the firemen go there and
burn down the house.
Instead of putting out
fires, a fireman's job
consists entirely of
burning down houses
filled with books.

At the end, the
protagonist flees to the
country and joins a
group of exiles who are
waiting hopefully for
mankind's reawakening.
The leader of the exiles
mentions the phoenix, a
mythical bird that is
periodically consumed
by flames and then rises
from the ashes in a
never-ending cycle. The
phoenix symbolizes the
sun and resurrection. It
also symbolizes the 'wheel of time'. According to the wheel-
of-time myth, time is cyclical rather than linear; history is an 
endless series of cycles.

Cyclical history is part of the mythology of many ancient 
cultures including Egypt, India, and China. It is also the basis 
for many current theories of history that are not connected to 
mythology or religion. And no one who is the least bit familiar
with history can help but notice that history seems to repeat 
itself. For example, in ancient Egypt an empire would rise, last
a few hundred years and then be destroyed and replaced by 
another empire, and so on.

According to one wheel-of-time theory, Empires have risen 
and fallen like clockwork, every 700 years, in Egypt, 
Mesopotamia, India, China, and America. It's easy to assume 
that this will continue - that it's inevitable. But for libertarians 
this is depressing. Empires are destructive of liberty, and even 
if we achieve liberty it will only be temporary.

The temporary nature of
liberty seems to be
confirmed by America's
history. During the
American Revolution the
colonists successfully rid
themselves of a powerful
and oppressive central
government. Yet the
constitution created
another powerful central
government in its place.
Some people consider
our government today even more oppressive than our British 
overlords before the revolution. As Thomas Jefferson 
observed, government naturally tends to grow and liberty to 
yield. 

Jefferson envisioned his own variation on the wheel-of-time 
idea. If his suggestion were implemented, it would effectively 
create a new and very different wheel-of-time. He 
recommended a rebellion every twenty years. If he's right then
we're a little overdue. A rebellion every twenty years may 
sound like fun to some people. But it is only the tendency for 
government to grow that makes rebellion necessary. 

So the question is: how do we keep government limited? In 
other words, if we reduce our government to its original limits,
what's to prevent it from eventually returning to its current 
size? How do we break the cycle? Or is it even possible?

Ultimately, as long as people expect government to limit itself,
they are deluding themselves. It is precisely the coercive 
power of government that makes it unlimited. And 
government can only remain limited if it is based on consent 
rather than coercion.

The American empire will fall like all empires before it. And 
it's up to us to determine what will replace it. At the end of 
Fahrenheit 451, when the leader of the exiles is talking about 
the phoenix, he mentions that the phoenix must have some 
relation to mankind, which constantly repeats its mistakes, but 
that man has something the phoenix does not; mankind can 
remember the mistakes it made before it destroyed itself, and 
try to not make them again. 
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Edmund Burke observed that 
those who don't know history are 
doomed to repeat it. Likewise 
those who do know it have the 
power to prevent its repetition. 
We are not slaves of the past. 
Empires and even states have 
only existed for a few thousand 
years. Just as statism had a 
beginning it will have an end. It 
may not be possible to stop the 
wheel of time. But we don't have 
to stop it; we just have to reinvent
it. And then, like a phoenix from 

the ashes, liberty will rise again.

Inflation Simplified, or Simply Inflation

I thought I might try to dispel a
few myths associated with
inflation, and with economics in
general, because I feel sometimes
that people on every side of the
political spectrum don’t get the
facts exactly correct. In doing so,
I am going to try to stay as
independent as I can of any
particular school of economic
thought, simply by presenting
real data. The presentation is
mostly plots, but I think you’ll find these particular plots 
interesting.

What is the inflation rate? It’s defined in multiple ways, but no
matter what commodity or stock or whatever you choose to 
track in order to calculate the rate, it’s almost always 
calculated month-to-month, or year-to-year, etc. So for 
example, if the inflation rate were 3.4% in 2005, that means 
that whatever you’re tracking rose in price by 3.4% from 2004
to 2005. In other words, if the something cost X dollars in 
2004, then it cost 1.034 times X in 2005. In reality, the actual 
quantity being used to calculate the inflation rate may be a 
conglomeration or average of commodities, funds, bonds, 
stocks, debts, or whatever, but that is not relevant to the points
I will be making.

 

The federal government keeps tabs on the inflation rate mainly
through the Bureau of Labor Statistics in a quantity called the 

Consumer Price Index (CPI). Certainly many of you may 
dispute the validity or the general correctness of these 
numbers, but if you use a different set of figures, you should 
come up with the same conclusions that will follow. I will use 
the government’s own numbers to show, for one thing, that I 
am not using cooked-up numbers in this analysis. The first two
plots I have created below show the CPI-calculated inflation 
rates over the past 100 years or so. (The second plot just 
shows the last decade.)

Note right away that our current trend of strictly preferring an 
inflationary economy did not start until approximately the 
second half of last century. Before that time, had the USA 
been financially insolvent? Check your history books. Note 
also that the inflation rate since the mid-80’s has hovered 
around 2-5%. Hmm.

Now let’s use the definition of inflation rate to calculate actual
cost. Let’s assume that something cost $1 in 1913. (“A very 
special year, 1913 is,” said Master Yoda, as the Imperial 
March played slowly in the background.) Using the definition 
of inflation rate, I can now calculate how much our 
“something” will cost in every subsequent year. The result is 
below.

Page 5

by Curry B. Taylor

Edmund Burke



Libertarian Party of Dallas County, Texas October 2013

So our item which cost $1 in 1913 costs around $23 today. 
Boy, inflation sure does bite, doesn’t it? (As a side 
observation,  note that prices have about doubled from 1987 to
2013.) Notice a few more things about this plot: there appears 
to be an inflection point (i.e. the point at which the slope gets a
lot steeper) in the data occurring sometime in the 1970’s. You 
get brownie points if you know the reason behind this 
inflection point. You might also notice that in the data 
covering the years since the inflection point appears to be 
linear – it goes in a straight line. Hmm, I wonder why that 
might be? More brownie points go to you if you know the 
reason for that. (“I know!” a voice screamed from a tall, 
menacing building on Pearl Street, but it was never heard from
again.)

Here is the first misconception that I would like to point out. 
Our current modus operandi for the economy, flawed as it is, 
doesn’t imply that prices grow exponentially – in fact, it 
causes prices to grow linearly instead. So when you see 
cartoon plots showing exponential increases in price due to 
inflation, these are simply wrong. That doesn’t mean that 
inflation is a good thing – it’s very destructive, especially in 
the long-run. But you can avoid overstating your case and 
sounding like a dolt if you know the facts.

Let’s continue.
Suppose we want
to compare the
huge additional
cost burden that
inflation has
brought us to the
increase in
wealth that the
country has
correspondingly
generated as a
whole during the same time period. Now, this – wealth, 
growth, and general availability of products and services – is 

admittedly a much harder thing to quantify. If such a thing can
be effectively quantified, it is difficult to convince others that 
any such quantity does truly capture such metrics of economic
health. But for simplicity, let’s use the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average (DJIA). I know, I know – those numbers are rife with 
government/corporate collusions, monetary policy influences, 
deals which don’t reflect true human nature, and so on. But to 
be fair, the inflation rate is also subject to those influences. 
Governments and other bullies do take a toll on the economy, 
and in order to study it, it’s necessary to look at numbers and 
money. Because it is about dollars and cents, economics is a 
quantitative science, and that remains true even if you think 
modeling of the economy is pragmatically impossible. 
Furthermore, the DJIA is simple to calculate and understand, 
and everybody knows what it is. On any particular day, the 
DJIA is a weighted sum of the worth of 30 specific stocks on 
the NYSE measured in that particular day’s dollars.

If you’re still with me on this, here’s a plot of the DJIA over 
the past 100 years or so.

Boy howdy, we must have really hit the jackpot! Look how 
much more wealth we have now versus even just 20 years 
ago! We’re way, way up! Okay, we had a few hiccups in 
2007/2008, but we’re still in a good position compared to 
before, right?

Well, not so fast. We have to remember that the DJIA itself is 
measured in terms of dollars of the day. In addition, we found 
that not all dollars are created equal: a dollar in 1913 is worth 
a whole lot more than a dollar in 2013, based solely on the 
CPI-calculated inflation rates I showed you before. So how 
can we actually make comparisons between years? Let’s 
divide the DJIA by cost in terms of 1913 dollars. What do we 
get? This.
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This is a more accurate representation of the DJIA, because it 
has been adjusted for inflation. You can see now that all the 
individual choices of all the actors in the economy are causing 
growth, but not nearly as dramatically as you might believe if 
you looked solely at the DJIA numbers. The DJIA is tempered 
by inflation, so that gains in company value must be weighed 
against the decreased value of the dollar each year.

Let’s do one more thing. I will divide all the numbers by the 
value of this figure at the year 1913, so we can compare to 
subsequent years and see how wealth changed relatively. 

Very interesting. We’re measuring wealth, or trading value, in 
terms of the same quantity in 1913. You might be surprised, or
even a little saddened, to realize that the people of the United 
States have only managed by 2013 to generate wealth of about
8 times the value which we had in 1913 after 100 years of 
everyone’s labor. Put into perspective this way, you can see 
how important it is to correct for inflation in just about 
everything you do in everyday life. Note also here that I have 
not measured wealth/growth in terms of output or production, 
something which socialists/communist thinkers have 
historically readily done. Brownie points for those who know 
why.

From the chart, we can see that, for a long time (1913-1950 or 
so), the size of the economy really didn’t change all that much.
There was healthy growth and a peak right before 1930, but 
then a great decline in wealth. Of course most of you know 
what happened around that time. But why didn’t we grow for 
so long after that event? Brownie points go to those who know
the answer.

A long period of
growth of about 2
decades followed
(Who knows
why?), followed
by a long decline
of about 2 decades
(Who knows
why?), followed
by the 80’s and
Reaganomics, and then… the Internet/tech boom of the late 
90’s! Holy smokes, that was huge. Yes, there was a big 
correction afterward, but it does appear, on the surface, that 
the overall gain of wealth due to Internet/tech products and 
development resulted in a significant overall increase in the 
wealth of the United States (if we can keep it). But then… the 
dreaded 2007-2008 housing and debt crisis. If I told you that 
the nation as a whole would lose almost 40% of its wealth in 
the course of 2 years, and it wasn’t due to a market correction, 
would that scare you to death? I am surprised we didn’t read 
about more people jumping out of skyscrapers during 2008. It 
was that bad.

Here are a few conclusions. First, we need to scrap the DJIA, 
not because it’s riddled with the effects of bad monetary 
policy and under-the-table deals between corporation and 
State (which it is), but because it is not corrected for inflation. 
As it stands, the DJIA will arbitrarily look better in the long-
run all the time. Second, you can be an Austrian, Keynesian, 
subscribe to the Chicago school, or subscribe to no economic 
school at all, but still understand and agree with the basic 
numbers. You might disagree as to whether or not equity 
growth is important overall, but everyone should understand 
how dramatically growth is affected by an economic policy 
resulting in inflation, whether the inflation rate comes about 
by centralized design or not.

How many brownie 
points did you get? 
☺
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New LPDC Membership Program!

Want to help out the LPDC and at the same time get some
cool libertarian swag? Check out our new contributor 
membership program!

Down With Left and Right

The following speech was 
made by Kevin L Frederickson
at 'Give Me Liberty!', a forum 
for libertarians who want to 
practice public speaking.

Today, September 5, is the 
anniversary of the beginning 
of the Reign of Terror during 

the French Revolution. At that time the radical Jacobins were 
in power. In the national assembly the Jacobins sat on the 
speaker's left; the more
moderate delegates sat on the
right. Thus was born the left-
right political paradigm.

The people wanted liberty.
Many people, including the
Jacobins, considered the king's
rule tyrannical and oppressive.
But during the Reign of Terror
the Jacobins were even more
tyrannical and oppressive.
People were losing their heads
left and right - in the name of
liberty.

Today socialism is considered left-wing and nationalism right-
wing; for example Josef Stalin was allegedly extreme left-
wing and Hitler was extreme right-wing. Yet both of their 
regimes were even more tyrannical and oppressive than the 
Jacobins. They were both brutal dictators who murdered 
millions of their own people. This all goes to show that the 
current left-right political paradigm is completely 
meaningless.

The fundamental issue is always liberty, and so it was during 
the French Revolution. Political power was excessively 
concentrated in the hands of the king. The only legitimate 
purpose of revolution was to limit the power of the king and 
the state, and to decentralize political power - to achieve 
liberty. 

The socialists adapted the left-right paradigm to Karl Marx's 
class theory. So instead of liberty versus tyranny - instead of 
the power of the people versus the power of the state - it 
becomes 'socialism versus capitalism'. But his definition of 
capitalism is what we today would consider 'state capitalism' 
or mercantilism - the very opposite of a free market. 

Marx's socialism and capitalism are in fact both thoroughly 
statist. Our left and right today are Marx's left and right. And 
on the political spectrum today, just as Marx would have it, the
possibility of liberty does not exist.

The idea of the left-right paradigm implies that there are two 
fundamental political philosophies, one being the opposite of 
the other. The only paradigm where this holds true - and the 
only one that is meaningful - is that of liberty versus statism. 
The right has always stood for the centralization and 
expansion of state power; therefore the left must stand for 
liberty and the decentralization of power.

When the enemies of liberty control our language they control 
our minds. When they have the power to define 'left' and 'right'
they define liberty itself. And when we allow government to 
define our liberty, it will soon be defined out of existence.

In the words of Gary
Lloyd, when the
government's boot is on
your throat, whether it is
the left boot or the right
boot is of no
consequence. If we
continue to adhere to the
left-right fraud, our
liberties will continue to
be assaulted by the left
and right - until there is
nothing left of our
rights. And the moment we the people recognize the deception
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for what it is, our battle cry then will be: Down with left and 
right - and up with liberty!

Upcoming Meetings

• Trivia night at Trinity Hall 
◦ Every Sunday Night, 7:30 PM
◦ Trinity Hall Irish Pub & Restaurant 

5321 E Mockingbird Ln, Dallas, TX

• Give Me Libert  y  !
◦ October 15th, 7:00 PM
◦ Spring Creek Barbecue

12835 Preston Road, Dallas, TX

• Liberty Book Discussion Group - "Healing Our 
World" with Dr. Mary Ruwart !
◦ November 1st, 7:30 PM
◦ Marco

2900 Meacham Boulevard, Fort Worth, TX

• Lee Wrights For Governor Whistle Stop at Love 
And War In Texas!
◦ November 2nd, 7:00 PM
◦ Love & War In Texas

2505 East Grapevine Mills Circle, Grapevine, TX

Up-to-date meeting announcements and details can always be 
found on meetup.com. (www.meetup.com/Dallas-
Libertarians/)

Libertarian References

• Books
◦ Good to be King, Michael Badnarik
◦ Why Government Doesn't Work, Harry Browne
◦ Atlas Shrugged, Ayn Rand
◦ Libertarianism: A Primer, David Boaz
◦ Economics in One Lesson, Henry Hazlitt
◦ Healing Our World, Dr. Mary Ruwart

• Videos
◦ Neitzsche and the Nazis, Stephen Hicks
◦ Bullsh*t!, Penn & Teller
◦ Free to Choose, Milton Friedman
◦ America: Freedom to Fascism, Aaron Russo

• Websites
◦ The Libertarian Party of Dallas County

lpdallas.org
◦ The Libertarian Party of Texas

lptexas.org

◦ The National Libertarian Party
www.lp.org

◦ Free Talk Live
www.freetalklive.com

◦ The Cato Institute
www.cato.org

◦ Molinari Institute
praxeology.net/molinari.htm

◦ Objectivism In-Brief
mol.redbarn.org/objectivism/writing/InBrief
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LPDC Officer List
Chair – Paul Petersen (chair@lpdallas.org)
Vice-Chair – Curry Taylor (vicechair@lpdallas.org)
Secretary – Jordan Wagnon (secretary@lpdallas.org)
Treasurer – Paul Osborn (treasurer@lpdallas.org)

LPDC At-Large Directors
Marshall Beerwinkle (m_beerwinkle@yahoo.com)
Kevin Frederickson (dallaslibertarian@gmail.com)
Marcus Huffer (marcus.huffer@gmail.com)
Dave Mason (david.mason@verizonwireless.com)

Working Committee Leaders

Marketing – Curry Taylor (vicechair@lpdallas.org)
Events – Kevin Frederickson (dallaslibertarian@gmail.com)

The LPDC is a local branch of the Libertarian Party based in Dallas 
County, Texas. Find out more about the LPDC at http://lpdallas.org. 
The Libertarian Party is the third largest political party in the United
States, and was established in 1971 to promote more freedom and 
less intrusive government in all aspects of life. Find out more about 
the LP at http://www.lp.org.

Hey you!

Are you done reading this newsletter? Get one of your friends or
family members to read it!
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