
Only Libertarians Want No Aggression

Government incumbents and their 
media cheerleaders have already 
defined this year’s presidential 
debate for America. They have 
decided that it’s an epic throw down 
match between Obama and Romney, 
two candidates who could not 
possibly be any more different... 
Yeah, right.

The Libertarian Party candidates won't let the media frame the 
debate for them; they will not parrot the clichés, lies, and 
platitudes of the other parties; and they will not make people 
feel “comfortable” with the way things are, because the people 
should not be comfortable.

This party is here because we are being hammered by the 
political class, their corporate sponsors, and their sycophantic 
media mouthpieces. They’re murdering people, spreading 
violence all over the world, incarcerating the non-violent, 
pillaging our economy, spying on us, and even taking an 
interest in our sex lives, all while feeding us the illusion that 
we are free and have a choice because we can vote for twins 
who “couldn’t possibly be any more different”.

We’re here to say that the entire political discourse in this 
country is a lie manufactured by the establishment to divide us 
and to eventually conquer us. That’s why we exist as a party, 
and we need to make sure we get it right this time.

The Libertarian Party will show America that the typical 
debate is completely false. People always say, “It’s about the 
issues”, but the problem is that the points of view spoon fed to 
us are not at the heart of the real issues.

The issue is not whether government should grant marriage 
licenses or civil unions. The issue is not whether government 
handouts should be given to insurance companies, or 
pharmaceutical companies instead. The issue is not what type 
of fuel our cars should burn, what jobs our economy should 
have, or who should receive the most goodies from 
government. The answer to all these options is the same - NO. 
These questions are bogus, and they are distracting us from the 
real issue - and that real issue is WAR. Rigging the economy 

through legislation is a violent act that is no better than 
grabbing axes and clubs and raiding the next village for food, 
gold, and women. Wearing suits and showing us a “choice” 
does not make what our government is doing legitimate, and it 
certainly doesn’t make us free.

Nowhere is this more true than with our foreign policy. Of all 
issues, it's our foreign policy that is the most sinister, 
hypocritical, dangerous, and corrupt; and it’s also the issue that 
Americans have been the most blind to, even cheering on the 
establishment. The media asks us, “What should we do about 
all the Muslims planning to underwear bomb us? Are drone 
attacks or secret assassination teams more effective? Is it 
groping your crotch or radioactive scans that are better for 
finding weapons of mass destruction and/or the pocket 
Constitutions of anti-government radicals?” These are false 
questions.

The real question is who will 
stop this violence? We should be 
more concerned not with who 
hates us, but with why they hate 
us. STOP ALL WAR!

We are not going to achieve 
liberty by keeping people 
comfortable being brainwashed. 
We need to make them feel the 
chains around their necks and the government’s hand up their 
butts. They can’t feel it any more because it has become so 
normal. The other two candidates will tell them it’s ok, or that 
it's not as bad as it seems, or that maybe being taken advantage 
of just a little bit less over here is the answer. NO. STOP 
HAMMERING US. How can we make that more clear?

We know that the popular political discourse is a front, a sham, 
a theater to keep us entertained and distracted from the real 
problem. The real problem is WAR. It's government's war on 
our economy, on our citizens, and on other countries that is 
ruining us all.

It does us no good to get more votes or win more elections if 
we do it on a Republican or Democrat platform. As soon as we 
pretend we're okay with being manipulated and lied to, we lose 
all credibility. “STOP ALL WAR” is the message we need, and 
STOP ALL WAR is the message that’s right.

If we want this party to grow, we must stand on that libertarian 
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message, and let the light of our message draw people in.

On Society and the State (in Education)

One of the regular knocks on 
libertarians is that we are 
obviously “cruel bastards” who 
want children, the poor, and aged 
to just go away and die. According 
to our detractors, this view is 
“proved” by our goal of dramatic 
reductions in taxes, because we are 
greedy and just want to keep our 
money to ourselves. 

Unfortunately, many times we (libertarians) take the bait and 
launch into a diatribe on how it is our money in the first place, 
and how our right to keep the fruits of our labor should be 
protected... blah, blah, blah. This seals the deal for the 
naysayer and libertarianism is further vilified by the person 
raising the argument.

Here, I wish to explore another, more subtle side of the 
argument that I think may win some converts as opposed to 
reinforcing the aforementioned belief. I believe that if more 
libertarians use this argument, we might be able to shift the 
thinking of some folks who have genuine concern for their 
fellow man. In short, the argument boils down to this – society 
and the state (government) are not the same thing.

Let’s take education as an example. Do I think society should 
provide a basic education to all of its members? Of course! 
This makes sense for many reasons, some of them clearly of 
self-interest. I want all members of society to be able to pursue 
their own goals and dreams to the best of their ability. It 
benefits me if they do! But, do I want this education to be 
funded by the state? A resounding, “NO!”

State funding of education is a mistake, because it allows 
people in society to think, “Well that is taken care of,” when 
nothing could be further from the truth. If society funded 
education, and by society here I mean the voluntary 
contributions of the people who are members, children would 
be better educated because there would be a natural check on 
its effectiveness, namely the parents of the students.

If a school was not properly educating the kids, the parents 
would let the donors know about it. This in turn would put 
pressure on the school to get better or go out of business.
This is why I advocate for a system that is completely in 
alignment with the Texas Constitution which calls for a 
“public free education.” Notice it is not “free public 
education.” A system of vouchers, or better yet tax credits, 
would be a bridge to this idea. If we give parents direct control 

over the flow of money instead of politicians and bureaucrats, 
the system would improve dramatically.

I do believe that society, rather than the 
state, can, should, and would have a 
hugely positive impact on many of the 
social welfare problems that plague us 
today. The trouble is that the state 
(government) has usurped all authority of 
our society. This ultimately works to the 
detriment of all.

A New Vision for the 21st Century

As never before, the light of day is shining on our unstable 
financial system. As people understand how money is created 
and works, they become increasingly agitated. This agitation 
is difficult to express, but many are trying to give voice to it. 

Occupy Wall Street (OWS) rails against the wealthy 1% while 
Tea Partiers nominate candidates committed to reducing taxes. 
The established narrative is that the OWS crowd is comprised 
of extreme liberals while the Tea Party is on the far right on 
the political. This narrative is built upon the classic political 
spectrum.

Libertarians understand that the Spectrum Model is not reality. 
Notice that at both ends of this depreciated spectrum lies 
enormous government power. However, history informs us 
that “moderate” leadership has also given us expanding 
government influence and control. In fact, looking at the 
classic spectrum model, nowhere is there a place for 
Libertarians, who are in effect, “off the chart.”  

This narrative serves establishment powers well as very few 
people identify with “extremists.” In fact, extremists are 
considered dangerous and therefore, to be shunned. Indeed, 
the recent primary defeat of lauded “centrist” U.S. Senator 
Dick Luger (R-Indiana) has been widely cited as a source of 
deep concern as it signals the rise of extremists ushering in a 
new age of gridlock. The same conversation is taking place 
not only in the U.S., but in the E.U., as voters in country after 
country reject centrist politicians.
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But are the voters simply “split” between the two sides of the 
spectrum and moving toward the extremes?  That’s the 
narrative. However, that narrative is failing. Those who 
consider themselves Tea Party members do NOT advocate 
more government. OWS participants seek an end to the global 
“Crony Capitalist” system enriching the few. At their core, 
BOTH groups seek to redress a failed government system.

A new model of political thinking is emerging. Instead of a 
line, the new model is a circle, where “Communist” and 
“Fascist” are understood as basically the same thing! 

In this model, “Liberals” and “Conservatives” are both equally 
far along toward more government, but the “Republican” path 
is via the military-industrial complex and the “Democrat” path 
is via government social programs. The fact is, both parties 
have perfected the art of blame and obfuscation of the costs 
they are imposing on society. Their grand visions have been 
financed by debt and printing money. And since 2008, as those 
costs have become more transparent in the form of bailouts 
and massive deficit spending, the populace is largely rejecting 
both.  

We stand on the precipice of a paradigm shift that will set the 
tone for most of the 21st century. If the populace adheres to the 
“old political spectrum” model, we may expect a continued 
slide toward the extremes. This is the historically familiar path 
toward stronger central authority, imposed via social 
engineering (left) or corporate control (right). Indeed, the 
competing visions will likely repeat the historic pattern of 
conflict, giving way to violence, followed by the crushing of 
dissent. Libertarians offer the singular, peaceful alternative 
under which all may unite.

We stand with the OWS youth seeking to reverse globalism 
and restore local governance and markets. We offer the vision 
of communities recognizing and meeting their own needs, 
establishing local markets where people are free to buy, sell, 
barter, trade, and serve each other without interference. 

We stand with the Tea Party elders seeking to eliminate the 
vast government waste that forces a choice between 
hyperinflation or enslaving future generations with debt. We 
offer a vision of no income taxes, freeing people to save and 
give generously to the deserving, but also imposing upon all 
the responsibility of self-reliance.  

And we stand with the vast middle class desiring only peace, 
prosperity, and the freedom to raise a family and pursue their 
own happiness. We offer a vision of limited federal 
government, where the power to educate resides with the local 
school board, the power to regulate business resides with 
accessible state legislators, and the freedom to live according 
to the dictates of one’s conscience is the paramount value of 
society.

Jeff Nottingham lives and works in  
Allen, Texas.  He serves commercial  
and industrial clients in his role as  
Energy Economist for family-run 
business Verdigris Energy LLC.  Mr.  
Nottingham holds two degrees in  
Economics, graduating Summa Cum 
Laude with a M.A. from the University  
of Oklahoma and a B.A. from 

Washington State University, where he was elected to the Phi  
Beta Kappa national honor society.  

The Bright side of the Libertarian 
National Convention

I'm an organizer for the Dallas 
Libertarians. Every month or so I host an 
event called the 'Beer Lovers Caucus'. 
My duties as organizer require me to 
hang out at my favorite bar with my 
libertarian friends, talking politics and 
drinking. Yes, I have it rough. But it's all 
for a good cause.

The Libertarian presidential candidates were set to debate in 
Grapevine in early April. My friend Heather Invictus Fazio 
(Texas LP Membership Coordinator and Executive Director of 
Texans for Accountable Government, or TAG) suggested to 
me that we have a party at the Free Man the night before the 
debate. I had to think long and hard about that one. Time for 
another Beer Lovers Caucus!

I had no intention whatsoever of going to Las Vegas for the 
Libertarian national convention. The biggest problem for me 
was getting there. I don't enjoy getting touched by an agent, or 
getting porn-scanned, so flying was out. So was driving, if 
only because of the distance.
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It was Friday night at the Free Man. We were sitting outside 
discussing, as usual, why government sucks. Soon the subject 
turned to the national convention. Heather and William would 
be riding with several other Libertarians in 2 vans on a road 
trip to Vegas. They invited me to go with them. I refused. They 
insisted, I resisted, they persisted. And with a little help from 
Amber (Woodchuck Cider, that is) I was enlisted.

I drove to William's house in Arlington on the Monday before 
the convention. Ken and I rode with William to Austin. We 
went to a TAG meeting that night at Sherlock's. Several 
candidates spoke for a few minutes each.

At noon the next 
day, after 
plastering both 
vans (christened 
'Alamo' and 
'Goliad') with 
'Wrights for 
President' decals, 
15 Libertarians 
set out from 
Austin. Most, if 
not all, were Lee 
Wrights 
supporters (the 
'faction' I like to 
think of as the 
'Libertarian wing' 
of the Libertarian 
Party). There 
were at least 2 
drivers for each 

van, so they could take turns and we wouldn't need to stop to 
sleep.

Lee Wrights often refers to the LP as his 'family'; this little 
band of freedom fighters would be my family for the next 
week or so. (I guess that would make the LP my extended 
family.) On the way to Vegas, we had much entertaining 
conversation. Each of the vans 
was pulled over for speeding, 
and we got to not visit meteor 
crater and the petrified forest. 
But, we had a Party to save. 30 
Hours after leaving Austin we 
arrived at our destination.

My friend Curry was already 
there, and we shared a room. 
Thursday the convention floor 
considered bylaws amendments; 
Friday, platform amendments. 
(It's not as fun as it sounds.) 

Once, between sessions, Starchild joined 'the family' for 
dinner. Daniel asked him the million dollar question: Was your 
name inspired by the movie 2001: A Space Odyssey, or not? 
Not. It just wouldn't be the Libertarian Party without Starchild.

Friday there was a debate between Gary Johnson, former 
governor of New Mexico, and Lee Wrights, the 'Ron Paul of 
the LP'. Lee reached out to Ron Paul supporters, saying "The 
Libertarian Party is your natural home." It was a beautiful 
moment.

Saturday we were supposed to vote for our Presidential 
candidate. After that we would vote on chairman and at-large 
positions of the Libertarian National Committee. The 
'Libertarian wing' was decidedly in the minority on the LNC. 
Our plan was to vote them all out. Someone had a bunch of 
signs made saying 'Re-elect no one to the LNC.' Even if 
Wrights lost, if he at least did well, we'd have a good chance 
of electing our candidates to the LNC.

It was a disaster. Only 25% of the delegates voted for Wrights. 
And if that weren't enough, he then lost the race for Vice 
Presidential nominee. We were doomed. For a moment I 
considered defenestrating myself from the 19th floor of the 
Red Rock Casino, Resort, and Spa.

But when the time came to vote 
on a LNC chair, as reported by 
Garrett Quinn and Mike Riggs of 
Reason magazine, 'all hell broke 
loose.' There were 2 candidates: 
Mark Hinkle, who was then chair, 
and Mark Rutherford, who was 
vice chair.

Hinkle was knocked out on the first ballot, which left 
Rutherford and NOTA (None Of The Above). Rutherford got 
50%. He failed to get a majority by a mere handful of votes. 

Page 4



Libertarian Party of Dallas County, Texas June, 2012

At this point, many of us thought that Rutherford should have 
done the honorable thing and dropped out. I mean, if you're 
the only candidate on the ballot and you can't beat NOTA, 
fuggedaboutit.

Then someone demanded a recount, which was approved. In 
the next round, Rutherford got a slim majority. I think that's 
when a lot of people smelled something fishy and started 
switching sides. The cat was out of the bag, and there was 
another recount.

Sunday the race was opened up to nominations for additional 
candidates. Geoff Neale of Texas was elected chair. Then 
Wrights finally won a race: He was elected vice chair. Several 
new people were elected to the LNC, including Starchild.

Sunday's victory went a long way to making up for Saturday's 
defeat. We celebrated on the way back to Texas with re-
enactments of old Monty Python sketches. We may not have 
gotten all we wanted, but as Eric Idle advised, "Always look 
on the bright side of life."

The Health Care Distraction

The ObamaCare bill was not about 
health care, but about health insurance. 
Insurance companies have been in bed 
with governments for decades now, and 
now health insurance is the only 
product that is actually required by law 
for you to purchase. Real health care, 
or rather insurance reform, will allow 
people to make more decisions on their 
own, not less.

In any case, medical insurance and regulations on health care 
and insurance agencies should not be a federal government 
issue.

Repeal ObamaCare!!

If people had to pay for their own preventative care out of tax-
free savings accounts that never expire and can be inherited 
(as all savings should be), and could only purchase “major 
medical” insurance for things that cost above a pre-determined 
amount, not only would the cost of insurance be drastically 
lower, but so would the cost of health care as people would 
shop around more for the best deals and the best doctors.

Another part of the problem is that insurance companies play 
both sides of the fence. They provide medical insurance, then 
they also provide financial services, and finally they add mal-
practice insurance. In each case, they put restrictions and 
requirements on doctors, providers, and patients. This 
ultimately limits everyone’s choices and costs everyone more 
money, thus insuring that only the insurers win.

Nothin's Better Than a Crap Sandwich

When you want something from a clown – no matter how 
much you want it – never say, "Let me have it!"
 
Sometimes the same words may be interpreted in different 
ways. For instance, many politicians claim to support “limited 
government”. But what does “limited” mean? Limited to 
what? And how big can government be before it is no longer 
limited?

Aside from politicians, Ronald McDonald may be the most 
powerful clown in the world. He's powerful because he sells a 
lot of big macs. Every time you buy a big mac he makes 
money. And money is power. But his power is limited.

When you are deciding whether or not to buy something, if it's 
too costly – or too crappy – you won't buy it. So there is a 
limit to its “costliness/crappiness”. And that limit depends 
entirely on your freedom not to buy the product. When the 
freedom is removed, the limit is also removed.

If Ronald McDonald 
can force you to buy a 
big mac, against your 
will, without your 
consent, you no longer 
have the freedom not 
to buy it, so there is no 
longer a limit to its 
costliness/crappiness. 
He can charge you as 
much as he wants and give you nothing more than a crap 
sandwich in return.

That's essentially what government does. As George 
Washington observed, government “is not reason; it is not 
eloquence; it is force”. It rests on taxation, which allows 
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government to force you, against your will, without your 
consent, to pay for its services. So there is no limit to the 
costliness/crappiness of government.

And, whether or not you agree that taxation is necessary, it 
cannot be denied that it is robbery. The fact that it is legalized 
doesn't mean it is justified. On the contrary, its legality makes 
it infinitely more destructive. Because government is so 
powerful compared to the individual, you cannot defend 
yourself against it. And you cannot escape from it. So it never 
stops robbing you. Therefore, not only is taxation robbery, it is 
unlimited robbery.

Many who claim to believe in limited government support 
taxation. But no government with the power to tax can be 
called a “limited” government, because it is precisely taxation 
that makes government unlimited. It is taxation that makes 
possible our current massive, ever-expanding warfare-welfare 
state. It is taxation that allows government to charge an 
unlimited price for its services and give you nothing in 
exchange but... crap sandwiches.

How is government to be kept limited? It's an old question. 
The United States government was supposed to be limited, but 
the attempt to keep it limited has been a failure. If a 
government is to be and remain truly limited, it's power must 
derive from profits obtained through free, voluntary exchange, 
or from voluntary donations.

The statement “Nothing is better than a crap sandwich” can be 
interpreted in two different ways. It can mean a crap sandwich 
is better than anything else. Or it can mean that, given the 
choice between “nothing” and “a crap sandwich”, “nothing” is 
the better choice.

We can always expect clowns to interpret what they hear in a 
way that inflicts maximum punishment on the victim. So when 
some clown asks you, "Would you like nothing more than a 
crap sandwich?", don't answer – just walk away.

Especially if that clown is a politician.

Cinco de Libertarian

While most Libertarian Party activists made 
the pilgrimage to Las Vegas for the national 
party's convention (where Gary Johnson was 
officially anointed on C-SPAN as its 
presidential candidate) a small contingent of 
Dallas County LP (http://lpdallas.org) diehards 

stayed behind to staff an information booth at the Cinco de 
Mota (http://www.dfwnorml.org/march) marijuana rally in Big 
D.

View slideshow: Dallas Libertarians at Cinco de Mota 
(http://www.examiner.com/slideshow/dallas-libertarians-at-
cinco-de-mota)

The Libertarians pitched their tent early and offered an 
impressive array of newly developed outreach literature, 
including business cards, information flyers and posters, to 
freedom-seeking festivalgoers.

Saturday, May 5, or Cinco de Mayo, was a day to celebrate 
Mexican heritage and culture throughout the Dallas/Ft. Worth 
area, but The Global Marijuana March 
(http://www.examiner.com/article/libertarians-join-norml-for-
cinco-de-mota) was scheduled for the same day. Since "mota" 
is Latin American Spanish Slang for "weed," the DFW 
NORML (http://www.dfwnorml.org/) people cleverly tagged 
their fiesta in Dallas City Hall Plaza as Cinco de Mota.

Seth Hollist (http://seth.hollist.org/), LP candidate for US 
Congress, Texas District 32, which covers much of Northern 
Dallas and surrounding areas, was on hand to speak with 
people about the libertarian freedom philosophy and ask for 
their support.

Libertarian activist Robert Richer, LP Executive Committee 
member John Lindsey and party Secretary Jordan Wagnon 
were also present to spread the word.

Ed Kless (http://www.electkless.com/), the LP candidate for 
Texas State Senate District 8, was in attendance only in the 
form of business cards and campaign literature. The person 
himself was busy seconding the nomination of Gary Johnson 
for president at the national LP convention in Las Vegas that 
day.

What appeared to be a smaller than hoped-for crowd was 
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entertained by bands, regaled by speakers, and confronted by 
vendors with food, paintings, jewelry, handcrafted arts and 
free handouts promoting the National Organization for the 
Reform of Marijuana Laws, Doobi.us, and that politically 
motivated group of all things freedom, the Libertarian Party of 
Dallas County (http://lpdallas.org/).

Editor's Note: Re-published from the Dallas Libertarian Examiner 
(www.examiner.com/libertarian-in-dallas) with permission from the author.

Upcoming Meetings

• LPDC Marketing Committee Meeting
◦ Saturday, May 26, 2012, 2:00 PM 
◦ Elbow Room

3010 Gaston Avenue, Dallas, TX

• LPDC Executive Committee Meeting
◦ Saturday, May 26, 2012, 4:00 PM 
◦ Elbow Room

3010 Gaston Avenue, Dallas, TX

• 'Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death!' Beer Lovers 
Caucus
◦ Tuesday, May 29, 2012, 6:00 PM
◦ The Free Man

2626 Commerce Street, Dallas, TX

• Libertarian Party of Texas 2012 Convention
◦ Friday, June 8, 2012 – Sunday, June 10, 2012
◦ DFW Airport Marriott South

4151 Centreport Blvd, Fort Worth

• Trivia Night at Trinity Hall
◦ Every Sunday Night, 7:00 PM
◦ Trinity Hall Irish Pub & Restaurant

5321 E Mockingbird Ln, Dallas, TX

Up-to-date meeting announcements and details can always be 
found on meetup.com. (www.meetup.com/Dallas-
Libertarians/)

Libertarian References

• Books
◦ Good to be King, Michael Badnarik
◦ Why Government Doesn't Work, Harry Browne
◦ Atlas Shrugged, Ayn Rand
◦ Libertarianism: A Primer, David Boaz

• Videos
◦ Neitzsche and the Nazis, Stephen Hicks

◦ Bullsh*t!, Penn & Teller
◦ Free to Choose, Milton Friedman
◦ America: Freedom to Fascism, Aaron Russo

• Websites
◦ The Libertarian Party of Dallas County

lpdallas.org
◦ The Libertarian Party of Texas

lptexas.org
◦ The National Libertarian Party

www.lp.org
◦ Free Talk Live

www.freetalklive.com
◦ The Cato Institute

www.cato.org
◦ Molinari Institute

praxeology.net/molinari.htm
◦ Objectivism In-Brief

mol.redbarn.org/objectivism/writing/InBrief

More Images from Kevin's Road Trip to 
the Libertarian National Convention 
Follow!
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LPDC Officer List
Chair – Paul Petersen (chair@lpdallas.org)
Vice-Chair – Curry Taylor (vicechair@lpdallas.org)
Secretary – Jordan Wagnon (secretary@lpdallas.org)
Treasurer – Paul Osborn (treasurer@lpdallas.org)

LPDC At-Large Directors
Marshall Beerwinkle (m_beerwinkle@yahoo.com)
Ethan Brockman (gigarath6@gmail.com)
Kevin Frederickson (dallaslibertarian@gmail.com)
Marcus Huffer (marcus.huffer@gmail.com)
Cory Lane (dudegreg@hotmail.com)
John Lindsay (jlindsay.lp@gmail.com)
Dave Mason (david.mason@verizonwireless.com)

Working Committee Leaders
Marketing – John Lindsay (jlindsay.lp@gmail.com)
Events – Kevin Frederickson (dallaslibertarian@gmail.com)

The LPDC is a local branch of the Libertarian Party based in Dallas 
County, Texas. Find out more about the LPDC at http://lpdallas.org. 
The Libertarian Party is the third largest political party in the United 
States, and was established in 1971 to promote more freedom and 
less intrusive government in all aspects of life. Find out more about 
the LP at http://www.lp.org.
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