
2012 Dallas and DFW-Area Candidates 
Nominated!

Recently-held conventions 
for both Dallas County and 
the DFW-Area precincts 
resulted in the nomination of 
a wide slate of candidates for 
the upcoming 2012 season.

Please show your support of 
these candidates by giving 

money and/or time to help our candidates not only strive to 
win, but also educate and inform the public!

Candidates are listed below. The campaigns and candidates 
would love to hear from you!

→ County Convention ←

State Representative 115
Preston Poulter 214-563-5069 (prestonpoulter@hotmail.com)

State Representative 109
Dexter Jackson 972-227-4560 (saradunn@swbell.net)

State Representative 108
Jarrett Rab Woods 972-896-8025 (jrwoods@ercsales.com)

State Representative 107
Patrick Spreng 972-333-4508 (spreng@acmewebpages.com)
www.patrickspreng.com

State Senate 16
Jared Leiman 973-960-7288 (JTLeiman@hotmail.com)

U.S. Representative 30
Ed Rankin 214-803-6526 (ed_rankin@yahoo.com)
www.linkedin.com/in/edrankin

→ District Conventions ←

U.S. Representative District 5
Ken Ashby 214-340-5091 (kenashby@aol.com)

U.S. Representative, District 24 
John Stathas 214-794-0201 (john@stathas.com)

U.S. Representative District 26
Mark Boler 972-896-0047 (mboler@markboler.com)

U.S. Representative District 32
Seth Hollist 972-413-TX32 
(seth@hollist.org)
seth.hollist.org

State Board of Education District 11 
Jason Darr (jasondarr@gmail.com)

State Senate District 8
Ed Kless (ed.kless@electkless.com)
electkless.com

State Senate District 9 
Dave (Mac) McElwee 817-707-9197 
(davemcelweesd9@att.net)
www.solutions-for-texas.com

At our county convention, we also selected new officers for 
the 2012-2014 period. Please congratulate them as well, and 
thank the outgoing officers!

Chair
Paul Petersen

Vice-Chair
Curry Taylor

Secretary
Jordan Wagnon

Treasurer
Paul Osborn

At-Large Directors
Marshall Beerwinkle
Ethan Brockman
Kevin Frederickson
Marcus Huffer
Cory Lane
John Lindsay
Dave Mason
(3 Vacancies)

Page 1

by Curry Taylor

mailto:prestonpoulter@hotmail.com
http://www.solutions-for-texas.com/
mailto:davemcelweesd9@att.net
http://electkless.com/
mailto:ed.kless@electkless.com
mailto:jasondarr@gmail.com
http://seth.hollist.org/
mailto:seth@hollist.org
mailto:mboler@markboler.com
mailto:john@stathas.com
mailto:kenashby@aol.com
http://www.linkedin.com/in/edrankin
mailto:ed_rankin@yahoo.com
mailto:JTLeiman@hotmail.com
http://www.patrickspreng.com/
mailto:spreng@acmewebpages.com
mailto:jrwoods@ercsales.com
mailto:saradunn@swbell.net


Libertarian Party of Dallas County, Texas April, 2012

Editor's Notes: For Executive Committee contact information, 
see the last page of this newsletter. Photo credits go to Seth 
Hollist.

How to Win an Election

Having some prior experience 
working on a winning campaign, 
I’ve seen some things that work, 
and some that don’t.  To succeed, 
you must first have a message that 
will resonate with people, and not 
just any people, but those people 
who have the opportunity to vote 
for you and your message. 
Unfortunately, though, the more 
common voter has an emotional 

tendency to vote for the person who opposes someone else 
they don’t like.  These common voters will find one or two 
things they really don’t like about you, and regardless of many 
other points about you they might like, will be quickly turned 
off.

The trick is to get a message out that most people will view 
favorably, one that is easy to understand and is generally seen 
in a positive light. Depending on the person, this could be as 
simple as a nice smile, to something much deeper like a 
philosophical belief. However, most often it means having the 
voter get to know you as a likeable person. The best way to do 
this is to get to know the voters face to face.  As someone 
running for Congress, this means getting in touch with over 
650 thousand people within the district (www.thirty-
thousand.org). Unfortunately, as we all know, having one 
person go out and personally get to know every voter in the 
district, within a few short months, is literally impossible. 
However, constructing a campaign staff which does this work 
of talking to voters in a positive way, can be just as good.

Roughly 60% of all eligible Americans are registered to vote 
(www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0781453.html), dropping my 650 
thousand number down to around 400 thousand people.  Many 
of those people likely live in the same household as another 
voter, so let's say that leaves us with 240 thousand voting 
households in the district.  If we break up those circa 240 
thousand households into 24 groups (g.co/maps/kn9gs), that 
leaves approximately 10,000 houses per group.  If each group 
has 5 volunteers in it, and each volunteer is willing to print out 
2,000 flyers (500 pages, 4 per page – preferably double sided - 
seth.hollist.org/volunteer/mainframe.htm), and spend a few 
Saturdays of time passing them out, getting the word out to 
registered voters becomes an achievable task.

If each volunteer is then able to have a positive influence on 
even one-third of those voters they meet, the chances of 

winning the election goes up dramatically. The key to having a 
positive influence is listening and being sympathetic to the 
individual's concerns, and providing positive solutions in a 
relatable manner.  This does not mean you need to hide any of 
your intentions from them, but rather provide the campaign's 
platform to them in a way more sympathetic to their own 
ideas.  This is not always easy to do, and sometimes the best 
thing to do is to thank the person for their time and walk away 
-- but hopefully still being able to leave them with something 
to read or think about.

For example, telling someone you want to legalize all drugs 
will not go over well with many conservatives, but saying that 
the “War on Drugs” has only created more conflict then it has 
solved, and is costing taxpayers billions of dollars a year, may 
get them to agree with you.  Relating it to the failed 
experiment of Prohibition may also help bring perspective. 
Likewise, it is difficult for most people, who have been merely 
spectators, to relate to the so-called “War on Terror”. 
However, if you talk about how special billion-dollar military 
spending bills have been passed by the Federal government in 
support of its continued threats against Middle Eastern 
countries, all of which are done without Congressional 
approval for war, they may start to understand how our 
country's aggression is costing them money.

Certainly social media is also a big factor in sharing 
information today, but as many have noticed, while Ron Paul 
does very well in on-line and social media polls, convincing 
these same people to go out and vote is often not 
straightforward.  Still, social media is a good way to acquire 
name recognition and find the occasional volunteer.  Simply 
changing a profile picture, or sending relevant links and 
quotes to friends goes a long way to promoting a candidate. 
Even more effective is giving people simple straight forward 
instructions on what to do, such as go here 
(seth.hollist.org/donate/mainframe.htm) and donate $20 to a 
cause, or politely asking them to re-tweet or share a link or 
picture.  And certainly having a lot of “likes” on a Facebook 
page helps too (such as this one: 
www.facebook.com/SethHollist).

Seth Hollist for U.S. Congress
Seth.Hollist.org

Why Even Losing Makes a Difference
My name is Tim Miles. I ran under the Libertarian banner for 
Texas House District 111 in 2008. In 
2009, I ran in a non-partisan race for 
Ducanville ISD trustee. Following that 
in 2010, I stood for Dallas County 
Commissioner Precinct 4, on the 
Libertarian ticket. I lost all 3 races.
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Let's go over these contests one at a time.

In 2008, (as I like to call “The Birth of American Socialism”), 
I ran opposite Yvonne Davis in a district designed specifically 
for her candidacy, and obtained 2% of the vote. This was a 
paper campaign. I was hoping that the voters realized that all 
she had done for 7, 2-year terms in office was to wish people a 
happy birthday, but I was wrong. Pity on District 111.

In 2009, I ran against the (then 4-term) President of the 
Duncanville ISD board of trustees. A single performance at a 
debate garnered me 35% – and this was despite the fact that I 
was outspent $5000 to $0. My opponent immediately resigned 
the Presidency of the Board of Trustees upon taking her oath 
of office. Duncanville ISD is now run by professionals, not 
soccer moms. The academic performance of Duncanville ISD 
over the last 2 years now speaks for itself. 

In 2010, I proudly ran again under the Libertarian banner, for 
Dallas County Commissioner, Precinct 4. This race was the 
definitive race of Libertarian “king-maker”. Incumbent 
Kenneth Mayfield was surely planning on his 5th term. 
Unfortunately, he crossed paths with me at a debate. At this 
debate, I clearly explained to entire leadership of Dallas 
County that, I quote myself, “Politicians, including myself, are 
truly like diapers. They need to changed regularly, and for the 
same reason.” It made a sound bite on Channel 11 on the 5 
o'clock news. Elba Garcia, who outspent me $600,000 to $0, 
defeated Mayfield.

How did I make a difference in the DCC race? I also 
mentioned that politicians who stiff-arm the private sector can 
expect bad results. John Wiley Price was indicted 18 months 
later. On a side note, after the debate, Sheriff Lupe Valdez was 
pleased to shake my hand. This was not because I had just 
inferred that she, as a re-elected politician, was full of 
baloney; but because she, as a lesbian, knows that her own 
Democratic Party deflates her lifestyle while the Libertarian 
Party embraces it.

As evidence shows, even defeat can make significant strides 
for liberty. Participation does make a difference!

Heicklen Case: Free Speech Threatens 
'Justice'

In an ongoing jury tampering case (libertarians 
call it a jury rights case) a government lawyer 
"vigorously defended the prosecution" of 
libertarian activist Julian Heicklen because his 
advocacy for jury nullification is a "significant 
threat" to the "integrity" of the judicial system.

Heicklen was charged with jury tampering 

(www.examiner.com/libertarian-news-in-national/rights-
activist-julian-heicklen-rousted-from-bed-and-arrested) for 
standing in front of the Manhattan courthouse and distributing 
Fully Informed Jury Association (www.fija.org) pamphlets 
that confirm a jury's right to judge the law as well as the facts.

According to an AP article (www.cbsnews.com/8301-
501363_162-57402050/prosecutor-ny-jury-nullification-
booster-threat), Assistant US Attorney Rebecca Mermelstein's 
position is that in this case Heicklen has no First Amendment 
free speech rights.

"It's the content of the message that's undermining the fairness 
of the legal system in this courthouse," Mermelstein argued. 

"It's a significant threat."

The judge has yet to rule.

Mermelstein's position, in short, is 
that Heicklen's free speech rights 
interfere with the American judicial 
system, a legalistic racket designed to 
reward the major players while 

reducing defendants to pawns.

On the government side, successfully prosecuting and 
imprisoning as many people as possible moves lifetime 
bureaucrats like Mermelstein up their career ladders and into 
position where they can vie for judgeships or run for political 
office, all at taxpayer expense.

On the defense side, court cases serve as Broadway stages for 
the lawyering classes where they can make headlines and 
photo ops and book deals and talk show appearances while 
simultaneously fattening their egos and their bank accounts.

Noting the "Golden 
Rule of Bureaucracies," 
as libertarians do, that 
all bureaucracies exist 
primarily to benefit 
those who run the 
bureaucracy, it's clear 
that Mermelstein is 
fighting to preserve the 
establishment's status 
quo insider judicial 
scam that used to be 
optimistically identified 
as "a search for justice."

Heicklen, for his part, had long worked toward instigating a 
jury trial (www.examiner.com/libertarian-news-in-
national/january-24-has-julian-heicklen-been-arrested-yet) that 
would force the legalcrats to argue the very concept of jury 
nullification in open court.
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Little surprise then that judge Kimba Wood moved early to 
preserve his own package of courtroom powers and privileges 
by denying a jury trial.

Mermelstein was right about one thing. Free speech is a 
"significant threat" to the establishment's legal game. As 
Darren Wolfe of the International Libertarian 
(theinternationallibertarian.blogspot.com) commented at the 
end of the Wall Street Journal article, 
(online.wsj.com/community/9f4c7b70-28b3-41c2-957d-
42be67b146e1/activity) "Of course the judges and prosecutors 
hate nullification. There might actually be some justice 
coming out of the 'justice' system if people start practicing it!"

Editor's Note: Re-published from the Dallas Libertarian Examiner 
(www.examiner.com/libertarian-in-dallas) with permission 
from the author. Photo courtesy of Heicklen for Assembly 
(vote4julian.com).

Origins of a National Bank

I'm no constitutionalist, but some 
libertarians are unaware that the US 
constitution does not authorize a national 
bank, and that there was a huge debate 
over the creation of the 1st bank of the 
US. The 'Federalist' Hamiltonians didn't 
say the constitution specifically 
authorized it. They were claiming that the 
power was 'implied'. The anti-'Federalist' Jeffersonians were 
strongly opposed to it, in part because it was in fact 
unconstitutional.

(en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Bank_of_the_United_States)

What Does It Mean to be a Moderate 
Libertarian?
Libertarians are often viewed by the uninformed general 
public as a bunch of pot-smoking anarchists. However, is that 
really the case? Certainly there are anarchists in the 
Libertarian party, I’ve meet a few of them, and even President 
Clinton admitted to smoking pot at one point in his life, but is 
this really typical of the average libertarian? I have personally 
never smoked pot, though I’ve been around people who were 
smoking at the time, and I’m certainly not an anarchist. I may 
fit the minarchist profile to a large degree at a federal level, 
but at the state and local levels I do not. In any case, I don’t 
want any level of government telling me what I can or cannot 
do, as long as I respect others rights to also be free and choose 
their own path.

I’ve always considered myself to be a moderate, since I was a 
young teenager, but I also held the belief that people should be 
allowed to be free to do what they please as long as they don’t 
infringe upon the freedoms of others. As I’ve learned about 
and experienced American politics first hand, I’ve come to the 
belief that the founding fathers of the United States were 
moderates as well, especially the more prominent ones. In 
their lifetimes, they were seen as radical liberals and today as 
radical conservatives, but this is just because these terms are 
relative to the status quo. So what does it truly mean to be a 
moderate?

To me, a moderate is someone who 
distrusts government and the rules and 
structure it forces upon us, but 
recognizes that without at least some 
basic government structure and 
regulations, the ability for people to 
have liberty and freedom is hampered. 
Anarchy would leave the status quo to 
the mercies of anyone with enough 

power and influence to subject the people to their control by 
force, creating a situation that is no better than a totalitarian 
regime. Even in the absence of a power-hungry, aspiring 
autocrat, without some basic services such as roads, locally-
run schools, and community sponsored libraries (less all the 
overreaching mandates and regulations we have today), 
underprivileged people would find their freedoms limited by 
ignorance and isolation.

Finding the balance between the force of government and the 
protection and promotion of freedom – preferably with most 
structure, regulations, and services delegated at the local level 
– is not always a clear-cut endeavor. However, for me, as 
someone who believes in a God, the inspiration he gave to the 
founding fathers, and the moral justification provided by the 
Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution and its 
subsequent Bill of Rights, our nation's founding documents 
are a great place to start.

Seth Hollist for U.S. Congress
Seth.Hollist.org

Upcoming Meetings

• LPDC Marketing Committee Meeting
◦ Saturday, March 31, 2012, 4:00 PM 
◦ Corner Bakery Cafe

11700 Preston Road, Suite 880, Dallas, TX
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• DFW Texans for Sensible Marijuana Regulation 
Meetup & NORML MeetUp
◦ Saturday, March 31, 2012, 4:00 PM 
◦ Arlington Unitarian Church

2001 California Lane, Arlington, TX

• Pre-Libertarian-Presidential-Debate-Night Beer 
Lovers Caucus!
◦ Friday, April 6, 2012, 6:00 PM
◦ The Free Man

2626 Commerce Street , Dallas, TX

• Libertarian Presidential Debate
◦ Saturday, April 7, 2012, 4:00 PM
◦ Norris Conference Center

304 Houston Street, Fort Worth, TX

• DFW NORML's Cinco de Mota - The Global 
Marijuana March 2012
◦ Saturday, May 5, 2012, 2:00 PM
◦ Dallas City Hall

1500 Marilla, Dallas, TX

• Trivia Night at Trinity Hall
◦ Every Sunday Night, 7:00 PM
◦ Trinity Hall Irish Pub & Restaurant

5321 E Mockingbird Ln, Dallas, TX

Up-to-date meeting announcements and details can always be 
found on meetup.com. (www.meetup.com/Dallas-
Libertarians/)

Libertarian References

• Books
◦ Good to be King, Michael Badnarik
◦ Why Government Doesn't Work, Harry Browne
◦ Atlas Shrugged, Ayn Rand
◦ Libertarianism: A Primer, David Boaz

• Videos
◦ Neitzsche and the Nazis, Stephen Hicks
◦ Bullsh*t!, Penn & Teller
◦ Free to Choose, Milton Friedman
◦ America: Freedom to Fascism, Aaron Russo

• Websites
◦ The Libertarian Party of Dallas County

lpdallas.org
◦ The Libertarian Party of Texas

lptexas.org
◦ The National Libertarian Party

www.lp.org

◦ Free Talk Live
www.freetalklive.com

◦ The Cato Institute
www.cato.org

◦ Molinari Institute
praxeology.net/molinari.htm

◦ Objectivism In-Brief
mol.redbarn.org/objectivism/writing/InBrief
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LPDC Officer List
Chair – Paul Petersen (chair@lpdallas.org)
Vice-Chair – Curry Taylor (vicechair@lpdallas.org)
Secretary – Jordan Wagnon (secretary@lpdallas.org)
Treasurer – Paul Osborn (treasurer@lpdallas.org)

LPDC At-Large Directors
Marshall Beerwinkle (m_beerwinkle@yahoo.com)
Ethan Brockman (gigarath6@gmail.com)
Kevin Frederickson (dallaslibertarian@gmail.com)
Marcus Huffer (marcus.huffer@gmail.com)
Cory Lane (dudegreg@hotmail.com)
John Lindsay (jlindsay.lp@gmail.com)
Dave Mason (david.mason@verizonwireless.com)

Working Committee Leaders
Marketing – John Lindsay (jlindsay.lp@gmail.com)
Events – Kevin Frederickson (dallaslibertarian@gmail.com)

The LPDC is a local, non-profit branch of the Libertarian Party 
based in Dallas County, Texas. Find out more about the LPDC at 
http://lpdallas.org. The Libertarian Party is the third largest political 
party in the United States, and was established in 1971 to promote 
more freedom and less intrusive government in all aspects of life.

mailto:dallaslibertarian@gmail.com
http://lpdallas.org/
mailto:jlindsay.lp@gmail.com
mailto:david.mason@verizonwireless.com
mailto:jlindsay.lp@gmail.com
mailto:dudegreg@hotmail.com
mailto:marcus.huffer@gmail.com
mailto:dallaslibertarian@gmail.com
mailto:gigarath6@gmail.com
mailto:m_beerwinkle@yahoo.com
mailto:treasurer@lpdallas.org
mailto:secretary@lpdallas.org
mailto:vicechair@lpdallas.org
mailto:chair@lpdallas.org
http://mol.redbarn.org/objectivism/writing/InBrief/
http://praxeology.net/molinari.htm
http://www.cato.org/
http://www.freetalklive.com/
http://www.lp.org/
http://lptexas.org/
http://lpdallas.org/
http://www.meetup.com/Dallas-Libertarians/
http://www.meetup.com/Dallas-Libertarians/

	How to Win an Election
	Heicklen Case: Free Speech Threatens 'Justice'
	DFW NORML's Cinco de Mota - The Global Marijuana March 2012

